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World Environment Day 2014

The UN GeneralAssemblydeclared 2014 as the International
Year of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) World
Environment Day (WED) 2014 will be celebrated under the
theme of SIDS,with the goal of raising awarenessof their
uniqguedevelopmentchallengesand successesegardinga range
of environmental problems, including climate change, waste
management, unsustainable consumption, degradation of
natural resources,and extreme natural disasters UNEPis also
solicitingvotesfor the 2014 WEDsloganthrough 5 March2014

The winning sloganwill be used to call on the global WED
community to take action for islands The winning sloganis:
& wl AyauS voice, not the sea levek. Read more:

http ://climate -l.iisd.org/events/world -environmentday-2014

World Oceanday, 8 June

World Ocean®Dayhasbeenunofficiallycelebratedevery8 Junesinceits originalproposalin 1992by Canadaat the
EarthSummitin Riode Janeiro,Brazil It wasofficially recognizedby the United Nationsin 2008 Sincethen it has
been coordinatedinternationally by The OceanProjectand the World OceanNetwork with greater successaand
globalparticipationeachyear. World OceandDayis an annualobservationto honour the world's oceanscelebrate
the productsthe oceanprovidessuchasseafoodaswell asmarinelife itself for aquariums pets,and alsoa time to
appreciateits own intrinsic value The oceanalso providessealanesfor international trade. Globalpollution and
over-consumptionof fish have resultedin drasticallydwindling population of the majority of species The Ocean
Project, working in partnershipwith the World OceanNetwork, has been promoting WOD since 2003 with its
network of over 1,600 oceanconservationorganizationsand others throughout the world. Eventsperformed for
WODand awarenessncludesbeach cleanups, educationalprograms,art contests,film festivalsand sustainable
seafoodevents Thefive major oceansthat make up this planet, includingthe newest'SouthernOcean',are the
Atlantic,the Indian,the Pacificandthe Arctic Ocean (Wikipedia)
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Earthis the only planetthat is knownto havean ocean(or any largeamountsof open
liquid water). Salinewater coversapproximately72% of the planet'ssurface(~3.61 108
km?) and is customarilydividedinto severalprincipaloceansand smallerseaswith the
oceancoveringapproximately71% of the Earth'ssurface The oceancontains97% of
the Earth'swater, and oceanographersiave stated that only 5% of the World Ocean
hasbeenexplored Thetotal volumeis approximatelyl.3 billion cubickilometres(310
million cu mi)with an averagedepth of 3,682 meters(12,080ft.). Theoceanprincipally
: comprisestEarth'shydrosphereand therefore is integralto all known life, forms part of
oceans : the carboncycle,andinfluencesclimateandweatherpatterns It isthe habitat of
230,000 known species,although much ot the oceansdepths remain unexplored,and over two million marine
speciesare estimatedto exist Theoriginof 9 | NJddéaBsiemainsunknowr oceansare believedto haveformed
in the Hadearperiod and may havebeenthe impetusfor the emergenceof life. (Wikipedia)
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Aloe season

Now is the time to go aloe watchingin the SouthernCape It is flowering all over on exposedridges,alongmain
roads,at gatesand on farm yards The Aloe playeda hugerole in the daily livesof all peopleliving in Southern
Africa The Sanusedthe Quivertree Aloe dichotomato make quiversfor their arrows The KransaalwynAloe
arborescenswvas and still is planted by the Zulupeopleasa & t Aféh&edor their animals the remainsof these
kraalscanstill be seentoday. TheXhosgpeopleusedecoctionsof Aloearborescensgor stomachachesandaddit to
chickenand cattle drinking water to preventthem from getting sick Whenthe Europeansameto settle in the
17" century they learn all these different usesof the Aloe from the peopleliving here. Locallypeople usedaloe
juice asa pour-on repellentfor tics, flies and other insects It wasalsopainted on woodenbeamsand ceilingsasa
repellent for wood borers The cultivation of the Bitteraalwyn Aloe ferox started in the 19405 in the Riversdale
district. Aalwyntap, anageold method of tappingthe leafjuice, is part of that R A & (i ddfui@liefitage Herein
the Strandveldthe Kransaalwyris seenon most farmswhere it was planted ashedgesfor variouspurposesandis
calledKraalaalwyn Thegelfrom split or crushedaloe leaveswasusedto treat burnsand woundsand today it is
acceptedknowledgethat the plant hashealing,anti-inflammatory, anti-ulcer, anti-bacterial,anti-cancerand anti-
diabetic effects Aloesare widely planted at entrance gatesand in gardensand is truly part of a typical South
African landscapeand cultural heritage (SOURCE CountryLife June 2014 p.64-68, SCHWEGLERI. 2003
Medicinaland other usesof SouthernOverbergynbosplants GansbaaiM. Schweglel)

Camera traps

Cameratraps are set up to seewhat
animals are moving around during
the night in specificareas It is setin
position and takes photos when
triggered by movement The
movement sensoris infra red as is
the flashandis set to take a burst of
three photos and then wait for 30
secondsbefore it could be triggered
again It is not supposedto disturb
the animal  The cameratraps in
Agulhasalso sighted HoneyBadgers,
Porcupinesand Caracals
(Informationsupplied)

Bosbok Bushbuck Bosvark Bush pig
Tragelaphusscriptus Potamochoerudarvatus
Recently a rare sighting of a NeighbouringSMA is also very
Bushbuck was picked up by a excitedabout their rare sighting
camera trap in the Ratelrivier of a Bushpig with her piglet. Its
section of AgulhasNational Park habitat is forests, dense bush
Its habitat is riverine bush, bush and riverine vegetation and
near water from coastal to long grass where water is
mountainforestandfrom sealevel present (SOURCETUARTC &
to a height of 1800m in South T. 2008 Fieldguideto mammals
Africa (SOURCETUARTC & T. of Southern Africa  Struik
2008 Field guide to mammals of Nature)

SoutherrAfrica StruikNature)




Keeping our Environment clean

V \9/

BSP Environmental Monitors were
appointedat Bosheuwehsfrom 07 April
2014 Fltr. F Davids D. Kortje, K
NdenganeN. Maart, J Thompsorand C
Moses

TeamC Josephsbusy hand pulling and
lopping AustralianMyrtle alongthe road
closeto Ratelrivier Thisalien specieis
emerging as a major problem in the
Ratelriviersection

Rietfontein section

Ratelrivier clearing

PortJackson Willow, Spider Gum, Long leawattle, Rooikrans
and AustraliarMyrtle cleared by Team C. Josephs who receaved
greencard for a job well done.

Pre-clearing Postclearing

Australiesemirteboom, Australianmyrtle, Leptospermumiaevigatum
TheAustralianmyrtle wasimported for hedgesandaswind breaks
The first documented observation was in 1850 in the Witsand
plantation near CapeTown It spreadrapidly and canform dense
standsafter a fire. Todayit is a major threat to indigenousfauna
andflora asno other plant cangrow underneathit and no birds can
nestin it. (SOURCBROMILOWG 2010 Problemplantsand alien
weedsof SouthAfrica Briza)

Koningsprotea Kingprotea, Proteacynaroides

Thiswhite form of the Kingprotea was spotted
mainlyon rockyoutcropswithin Agulhas\NP. The
flowers are normally pale to deep pink and it
growson moist sandstoneslopesof the southern
Cape




Spotted in the Park

Rots agama Liewenheersbesie Bergadder
Southern Rock Agama Lunate Ladybird Berg Adder
Agamaatra Cheilomenesunata Bitis atropos

Algaea possiblesolution to a worldwide coaldust pollution problem

It seemsthat sciencecan happenby accidentor per chance At the Nelson
Mandela Metropolitan Universityin Port Elizabethscientistswere busy with
experiments with algae when algae juice fell on the floor where it soon
hardenedinto a plasticlike substance Thescientistscameup with the ideato
mix it with coaldustto seewhat will happen Theyfound that whenthe algae
are mixedwith low-gradecoaldustit turns into a high-gradecrude oil! Thisis
new technologywith huge possibilitiesand impact it can help with the huge
coal dust pollution problem at coal mines worldwide, reduce South! ¥ NA O Q2
carbon footprint, water recyclingduring the coal mining process,restoring
degradedmine land through the algaebiomasswhich is seenasthe best soil
conditionersfor future agriculturaluse and of course,bio-fuel. Readmore in
the Landbouweekblad of 23 May 2014 or contact InnoVenton at
InnoVenton@nmmuac.za

Social SciencResearch Project

A surveyis currently being done by
Snr People & Conservation Officer
Alliston Appel by interviewing BSP
beneficiariesto ascertainthe social
and economicimpact of Biodiversity
SocialProjects(EPWPDnN the lives of
the community beneficiaries living
aroundAgulhasNationalPark

Cyclingfrom the almost most northern point to the southernmostpoint in Africa

. Dion Strieklandfrom the Netherlandscycled from the Komombotemple in Egyptto the

i1 SouthernmostTip of Africain about5 months Hevisitedthe CapeAgulhaslighthouseon 15
< May 2014

& 2 $urn spaceinto placethrough personalexperienceX Placeis imbued with meaningby virtue of
experiencesve havehadthere X¢ (YiFuTuan,Geographer)
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Welcome to Norman Johnson Farewell to Gary De Kock

We welcome the new Regional We bid farewell to Gary De Kock
General Manager Norman who took up the position of
Johnson to the Cape Region General Manager, Business
Normanwas previouslythe Park Development,ParksDivision We

Manager of Addo Elephant wish him all the best
NationalPark

Lighthouse Precinct Development

The LighthousePrecinctDevelopmentwill soonbeginwith the removal of the ManitokasMyoporumtenuifolium
subs monatum This Australianalien has been planted throughout the Capeprovincesas a shadetree, a
windbreak and an ornamental CARA(Conservationof Agricultural ResourcesAct (Act 43 of 1983 grades
Manitokasas a categorythree alien which meansmostly ornamentalplants  Unwanted plants should be cut
down and removed (SOURCEBROMILOWC 2010 Problemplants and alien weedsof SouthAfrica Brizg The
developmentfootprint necessitateshe removalof the treesto establishhow big the actualareais. It will alsobe
veryinterestingto seewhat will emergesincethis areawasthe site wherethe light keeperskept animals

Cape Agulhas Lighthouse snippet

Thefirst optical apparatuswasmanufacturedby LePautein France It had no turning movementand consistedof an intricate
arrangemenf alens,reflectorsandrefractorsthat concentratedthe 4 500 candlepowelight from a four-wick Argandburner,
each100mmiin diameter. Initially fat from the tails of the localfat-tailed sheepwasrenderedin the two fireplacesin the living
quartersin the buildingto supplyfuel for the lamp.




