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Wi nter’s champagne days at the Southernmost Tip
Betweencold fronts passingthe SouthernmosiTip the most beautiful calm dayscan be experienced A colleague
calledit the champagnedaysof winter. Prospectivevisitors shouldwatch the weather patternsfor breaksin the
cold spells and visit the SouthernCapecoast Thesunis shining,no wind and the vegetationis preparingfor the
usualspectacularflower show. Thewetlandsare full of water and birds are everywhere Nowadaysthe sunis as
warmasin summer

Howt o spend a wi ntSeandveldfrenvRiet i r A winter storm at the Southernmost Tip
VanA s original writing in his wonderful StrandveldAfrikaans On the other hand, you should experiencea
With the wind howlingaroundthe houseand heavyrain hitting real Capestorm. Thewind is howling through
the windows, a comforting fire is already roaring in the every open spacein your houseit canfind. If
Welcome Dover stove Sherryin hand and a bowl of a I Q¢ on the coast,you hearthe storm coming with
steamingbean soup, you are now ready for a long eveningof the sound of breaking waves getting nearer
conversationand storytelling Thickbean soup is made with and nearer. Inland the sound of blue-gum
brown spikkelboontjies(speckledbeans),a few thick marrow trees in the wind tells you what is going on
bones,somefatty bits of pork skin, potatoes and breekmielies  outside Thenyou are gladyousit in front of a
(samp) Not sure how much salt, but my neighboursuggested = warm fire with the saidsherryand bean soup
just a pinch The soupis servedwith fresh warm home-made Give a thought to the old wooden ships and
bread from the ovenwith butter and triekel (syrup) No other their crew who sailedpast, and are maybestill
bykossgsidedishes)suchasvegetablesandsalads Whoneeds  sailing X Agulhashas the perfect placesto
that after three or four plates of the brown lekkerte  experiencethis: LagoonHouseon the coast
(deliciousnessjo fill your stomach? And now it is time for the and Rhenosterkop and Rietfontein inland
storiesandvisitingghosts< Comeandenjoy!!
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Root rot in Fynbos- Stephen Smuts, Overberg Botanical

Society, edited by SANParks Conservation Research Centre :

If you had a chanceto look around the veld in the greater
Agulhasarea, you would have seena small percentageof a
wide-variety of fynbos speciesdead or dying In the caseof
some speciesthere is a high mortality rate. It is suspected
that a speciesof Phytophthorathat affects fynbos, known as
Phytophthoracinnamomj is the culprit. It is a soitborne
microbe resemblingalgaethat causesroot rot that is spread
by sporesin the soil and water. It probably originated in
PapuaNew Guineaand has spreadaround the world through
humansmoving soils and plants into every place where the
annual rainfall is above 500 mm and is not too cold. It is
affectinga wide rangeof plants Commerciallyit isa problem
for many subtropicalcrops suchas avocadospineapplesand
citrus. It is also a well-known problem in Proteaceaeand
similarvegetationto fynbosin WesternAustralia It is always
in the soil, particularlypoor soilslike ourswhenthere are wet,
warm soil conditions Phytophthoraentersthe plant through
the root systemand does not kill every plant that it infects,
often only the young,old, weak and stressedare affected It
may be of interest that rainfall figures for Napier Mountain
have risen over the past few years as follows. 2011 = 580,
2012 = 753 2013 = 1,019 2014 = 355 (to end April,
theoretically the end of the dry season)which could have
enhanced growth conditions for the fungus Up on the
mountain,the die-off wasnoticedin everyfynbosfamily, some
particular speciesbeing very severely affected, such as the
popular picking species, Leucospermum truncatulum
otherwise called Bucksies but even 9 NJ& @rid Restiosare
being infected Although plants have died, in some places
over 50% with cooler winter temperatures, the worst now
seemsto be overandthe veldis generallylookingvery good

Dying Fynbos in Agulhas National Park

Thisphenomenonof Fynbosdying in patcheshas been observedin
the Parkfor a while now. Thequestionthat comesto mind is, what is
the effect of plantingfynbos(farmingwith fynbos)in naturalareas,as
wasthe casebefore it becamea national park, aswell as bringingin
Could these plantings
have brought in infected plants and soils? And how long does this
A possible aggravating factor
mentioned was above averagerainfall since 2009 and an average

alien a T & y GdmaAdistraliain particular.
pathogen survive in the soil?
increasein temperaturesin AgulhasNPoverthe past50years

Banksiasp from Australia

SANParks: Cape Research Centre comments

Thereare manycausedor die backof fynbos
Phytophthora usually targets a family like
Proteaand not all fynbosgroups Laboratory
testing of the roots needsto be done to
determine if Phytophthora alone is
responsible  SANParks has found that
Phytophthora cinnamomi is responsible for
the deaths of many Silver trees
(Leucadendromrgenteun) in TableMountain
National Park and if not monitored and
managed could wipe out this species
Similarly the fynbos in Agulhas is being
monitored for threatsincludingPhytophthora
outbreaks, so that preventative actions can
be put in placein time.




Swift Tern project

Swift Terns,GeelbeksterretjiesSternabergii are one of the few locally-breedingseabirdswhose numbersare
increasing To help understandthe mainfactorsdrivingthe positivetrend of this speciesa team of researchers
from the PercyFitzpatrickinstitute of AfricanOrnithologyandthe AnimalDemographyUnit at the Universityof
Cape Town marked 500 Swift Terns chicks from Robbenlsland in April 2013 and 2014 with metal and
individuallyengravedcolourrings In 2013membersof the publicreported how thesebirdsdispersedproviding
information on the fledgingsuccesssurvivaland dispersalof juvenile Swift Terns,which were re-sightedfrom
Namibiato the EasternCape Gatheringdispersalrecordsis a time consumingbut important taskthat relieson
assistancdrom volunteersacrosssouthern Africa Ringsin 2014 are orange and yellow (with blacktext) and
greenand blue (with white text), and are engravedwith an ¢A¢ followed by a letter and a number (e.g. ALR).
Ringsrom 2013are yellow andwhite (with blacktext) andgreenandblue (with white text), andbeara codeof
one letter and one number (e.g. U2). Themajority of the colourringsare top-down andall are on the right leg.
Juvenile/ImmatureSwift Ternsare leaving(somealreadyleft) Robbenlslandand they will soonbe all around
the southernAfricancoasts If you seeany ringed birds pleaserecord their location as accuratelyas possible
(ideallyGPS)the date and time of sighting,ring colour, letters on the ring (if legible)and age class(juvenileor
immature) If a bird is found dead, pleasealsorecord the number of the metal ring. Sendthe information to
DavideGaglioat swift.terns@gmailcom. (Info providedby Dr Wim DeKlerk]
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Agulhas- Exciting new research proposal

GavinW. Maneveldt

Departmentof Biodiversityand ConservationBiology, UWC
South ! ¥ NAn@arhR300km of coastline straddles
three oceans (Atlantic, Indian and Southern) and is
hometo about 16% of all known coastalmarine species
A largepercentageof thesemarine organismsare found
along the south coast and on the seamountsof the
AgulhasBank The meeting of the cold Benguelaand
warm Agulhascurrentsat the edgeof the AgulhasBank

SOUTH AFRICA

has been reported to fuel the nutrient cyclefor much \ S *;
S A . ~. Agulhas Bank -
marine life in the area, makingthis region one of the Y i ,
most productive areasin SouthAfrica While we know =" D Propesod sty ars
much about the physicaloceanographyof the region, ., B o Cromonmrs

comparatively little is known about the biological, :

microbial and chemical environment of the Agulhas Map indicatingthe proposedstudy area(provided
Bank Consequentlynew researchis being proposed by Dr Toufiek Samaaj Department of
for the AgulhasBankto: discovermedicinalagents(in  EnvironmentalAffairs).

the treatment of diseasesfrom marine invertebrates
document and assistin conservingthe biodiversity of
the surrounding seamounts promote training and
capacity development and develop a model program
for biodiversityuse and its conservation All this work,
however,is funding dependantand efforts are currently
underwayto securethe muchneededfundingfor these
very ambitiousresearchinitiatives

Pictures: G. Maneveldt
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Stack burning part of winter activities in Agulhas National Park

Recentlystackeddry material of alienvegetationremovedby Workingfor Waterin the Springfieldsectionwere
burned Stackburningis a preventativemeasurefor possiblefiresin the dry season TheConservatiorsection,

Technicabkectionand Workingfor Waterwere in attendance

SANParks Honorary Rangers celebratthgir 50" anniversary
2014 is a year of celebrationfor the SANPark$lonorary Rangers
celebratingtheir 50 yearsof volunteerconservation Thefirst 500
honoraryrangerswere appointedon 5" May 1964 to assistin the
KrugerNational Park From this humble beginningsthe Honorary
Rangergroup increasedover the 50 yearsto 1320 membersin 31
regions Celebrationdook placeduringthe annualgeneralmeeting
at SkukuzeRestCampin the KrugerNationalParkin May. Thefour
day Indaba was a mixture of meetings, training courses,and an
opportunity to meetwith other honoraryrangersfrom acrossSouth
Africa The Lowveld region hosted the event and made a

spectacularsuccessof it. A specialachievementwas the overall
contribution to SANParksreaching 43.3 million rand worth of
funding and servicesprovidedfor 2013 Thiscontributed to a total
contribution of R 248 million over the pastten years (SOURCE
SANPHonoraryRangerdVediareleasen.d.; BUCKLED,, ed. 1994
TheHonoraryRangerl 9641994 Pretoria NPB)
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Patricia Olckers, BSP Training officer
Patricia was recently diagnosedwith
cancer and is currently undergoing
treatment. We all are keepingher in
ourthoughts

Correction
Thank you to the readers who
spottedthe wrongidentification

Gordelakkedis
Cape Girdled Lizard
Cordyluscordylus




