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Agulhas National Park celebrates 15 years

On 23 September 1999 Agulhas National Park was
officially declaredin the GovernmentGazette(GN1135
in GG20476 asa national park The key intention of
founding the park was to protect the following four

aspects lowland fynbos, the unique wetland systems,

the geographiclocation at the southern tip of Africa
where two oceansmeet and the rich cultural heritage
The park was establishedaround the four hectaresat
the southernmosttip and expandedto the 21,971.0161
hectaresit isin 2014

Tourism in Agulhas Nationdark

It is Tourismmonth! We would like you to come and
enjoythe splendourof AgulhasNationalParkby staying
in our accommodation,walk through the Fynbosand
alongthe coastandbirdingin the wetlands

CulturalExperience
Learnmore about the historicalfarms the stone walls stretchingfor kilometersalongthe SoetanysbergSaltpans,
middensfish traps,food from the veld and so much more and the hugeimpactthe shipwrecksurvivorshad on life

andtraditions in the Overberg
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World Tourism Day ~ 27 September

Thisdate waschosenasit coincideswith animportant
occurrencein world tourism - the anniversaryof the
adoption of the World Tourism Organisation(WTO)
Statuteson 27 Septemberl970 The main purposeof
World TourismDayis to create awarenessamongthe
international communityof the importanceof tourism
andits social,cultural, politicaland economicvalues In
South Africa, tourism brings in foreign revenue and
exposesnations to the South African culture. Eco
tourism involvescreatinga tourist industry which will
help the economyof a country by creatingjobs while
promoting the sustainableuse of natural resources
Touristsmay visit areasto seeand photographwildlife
and scenicbeauty. However,the numbersof tourists
and methodsof approachin the tourismindustry must
be carefully monitored to maintain the spirit and
natural status of an area and avoid disturbing both
wildlife and ecosystems(SOURCEA Yearof SpeciaDays,
2012 Sharene}
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AgulhaskhoeKhoePark??

In 1999 the Cape Agulhascoastline from Suiderstrandto
Brandfontein caught the attention of the Supreme Court
The Minister of Environmental Affairs at the time, Valli
Moosa was in dispute with the OverbergDistrict Council
The question was whether this particular stretch of coast
shouldbe closedto all but landowners The CSIRvascalled
in to investigate In astudydonein 1998by the Universityof
Stellenboschan archaeologicareconnaissanceeport by L
Du Toit and A. Rehder in associationwith Prof H.J Deacon,
was filed. The report showed the importance of this
particular stretch of coastasthe core of | ¥ NJKBoeKhée
Parkfor ecotourism. Theaim of the investigationwasto find
examples of archaeologicalsites along the coast and to
determine their significance Archaeologicakitesalongthe
coast are principally shell middenswhich are refuse heaps
and a very visible sign of placespeople occupied What are
less visible are other elements usually associated with
settlementslike livingandactivity areas Virtuallyall the shell
middensdate to the last 12 000yearswhen sealevelsroseto
near the modern level Sealevelsstabilisedat the present
level 4000 yearsago and the best preservedshell middens
are younger than this date. The rocky sections of the
coastlinewere favouredby shellfishgatherersand it is along
those sectionsthat midden occurrenceswvould be expected
Freshwater is alsousuallyaccessibleloseto a middenarea
Middens are protected by the National Heritage Resources
Act 25:1999 (the National Monuments Act No 28 of 1969),
but in spite of that their destructionhascontinuedunderthe
pressureof development _ Therrich cultural heritage of the Southernmost
(SOURCE Agulhas Vuurtoring 1-3:1849 - 1-3:1999 Tip of Africa was one of four aspects why
Lighthouse commemorativeissuel50" birthday celebration AgulhasNational Parkwas proclaimedin 1999

PlacaatNo. 2/1999 Themiddensare part of this heritage.

Ournatural heritage: an eroded solution pipe wesf the Lighthouse

An interestingimpressionon the rock face of the calcrete outcroppingwest of the Cape
AgulhasLighthousewas noticed in May this year. It was speculatedthat it might have
beenaroot of a milkwoodtree or atree itself that grewthrougha crackin the rock After

the article on solution pipesin the WestCoastNParka picture wassentto JohnPether

And, indeed it is an eroded solution pipe. The picture showstypical features of the

internal red decalcified soil, with the carbonate re-precipitated to form the rim and
calcified roots and burrows Also visible is the relict bedding continuity acrossthe

pipe. Thisis quite typicaland showsthat the pipe formed after someinitial cementingof

the dune sandsalongbeddingplanes A fossilroot system(rhizolithg occupiedthe pipe,

aswell asatermite nest Thisillustratesthat in the calcreteterrain the solutionpipesplay
an important ecologicalrole. And age? It is suggestedhat dune depositiontook place
around 160to 190 thousandyearsago (ka) and another phase120-80 ka. Generally the

younger phaseis preservedcloserto the coast,the older phaseinland However,the

older phasecanalsobe preservedcloseto the coastin places Theolder phasehasawell-

developedcalcrete capping,the youngerlessso. At a guess,sincethe calcretein the

picture looks like the older, thick calcrete it could haveformed in the older, 160-190 ka
aeolianites Thesolution pipeswould haveformed after the dunesbecameinactiveand
their initial calcreting Thesolution pipe wasexploitedby the plant roots and termites at

sometime subsequently (Informationsuppliedby JohnPether)




Thys Ahrends, appointed as the nefssistant Cluster Manager for

the BSP projects in the Cape

ThysAhrendswas appointedin 1999 as task assessonf the Elim
Working for Water (WfW) Project His primary function was to

assistthe projectto developfrom a dailywagesystemto a contract
and tender systemand this processwas successfull}completedin

2000 Thisresultedin the Elimcontractorsbeingtransferredto the

newly formed AgulhasWfW project At the time he was also
involvedwith the water monitoring in the NuwejaarsRiversystem
commissionedby the Working for Water Programmewith Toens
and Partnersasthe consultants Thystook up the position of task
assessowithin the AgulhaswWorkingfor Water projectin 2000and

became the assistant project manager a year later. He was
appointedasproject managerin 2003 Under his managementhe

LINE 2 Bidyét@ewfrom approximatelyR2.5m to nearlyRL3m in

2014 Overthe past15 yearsnew land wasaddedto the initial four

hectaresboughtin 1998 whichmeantthat 2 ¥ 2 @r@agrammehad

to be adaptedto include newly acquiredalien infested land. Thys
was instrumental in the LINE 2 Suddés@esand growth which

includednumerousawards Duringhis leadershipthe Agulhaswfw

projectwon twicethe & Cf I B & K KM&iell asthe CapeRegion
Awardfor best project. SinceOctober2012 Thyswasactingasthe

AssistantRegionalClusterManagerfor BSHprojectsin the Capeand

from 1 August2014 appointed in the position Congratulations,
Thysto awell-earnedposition!!

Bredasdorp Shipwreck Museum
The BredasdorpMuseumwas officially declareda Provincialaided
Museumon the 4 Decemberl968 Sincel975it was calledthe

BredasdorpShipwreckMuseumand specialisesn shipwrecksalong
the South African coastline The Museum consists of three
sections The Old Parsonagss a typical Strandveldhouse and is
furnishedwith articlessalvagedalongthe coast Thelndependente
Churchhousesthe shipwreckmuseumwith variousshipwreckand
maritime artefacts TheOld CoachHousehousescartsand vehicles
from days gone by. Recentlyd !Memory [ | y &Bibition was
addedin 2011 The museumbuildingsare national monuments
Formore information visit www.bredasdorpmuseunco.za

Y

Elimvillagewasestablishedn 1824by the
Moravian Mission Society on the farm
Vogelstruiskraalalong the banks of the
NuwejaarsRiver The village is named
after the BiblicalElimwhere the Israelites
rested after their trek through the Red
Sea Thevillage developedinto a totally
selfsufficient community with vegetable
gardens, water-mill, shop, etc. The
church and werf are of historical
importancewith the windmill declaredas
a national monument Elimwasthe first
community to trade in fynbos The
Matrassewejaartjie Syncarpha argyopsis
was the first fynbos specimen to be
picked and exported Elimis celebrating
its 190" anniversary with events

throughout 2014 Visit the Elim Heritage
Centreto learn more about the history of
Him andits people
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Plant biodiversity on road verges and public open spaces
Gavin W. Maneveldt, Department of Biodiversity and Conservation Biology,
University of the Western Cape

South Africa (SA) boasts an astonishingly high biodiversity The
WesternCape(WC)Provinceoccupiesonly 11%(129462km?) of { | Qa
landarea,but ishometo morethan halfof the O 2 dzy bidtiefsy,
containing56% of the O 2 dzy plakks &% of the O 2 dzy hik® Q &
51%of the O 2 dzy inAhEmalsand 65%of the O 2 dzy fisNdbezias
Unfortunately,the WCprovinceis alsothe O 2 dzy” indslheeatened
reservoirof plant and animallife. Currentlymore than 1700 species
of plantsin the Western Capeare threatened with extinction; this
equatesto 68% of all { ! Ghéeatened plants Roughly 65% (21
species)f the known plant extinctionsfrom SAhavebeenfrom the
WesternCape While just over 20% of the WesternCapeProvinceis
under formal conservationprotection, it is estimated that a high
percentage of the LINE @ A tifréateiied plants occur outside of
these formally protected areas Of these threatened plants, those
that occur on road vergesand public open spacesare particularly
vulnerable Threatsto biodiversityon road vergesand public open
spacesinclude permanenthabitat loss (from urban and agricultural
expansion, and infrastructure development) habitat degradation
(through overgrazingjmproper conservationmanagementpractices
andinappropriatefire regimes) and invasivealien plant specieqthat
displacethe indigenousspecies) Although most speciesare not
currently under threat, like many other areasin the Western Cape,
the plant biodiversityon the road vergesand public open spacesof
the CapeAgulhasregion are potentially threatened largely because
little conservatioreffort isbeingappliedto suchareas

Celebrating our conservation heritage

TheNuwejaarsWetland SpeciaManagementArea(NWSMAJs participatingin
- and benefiting from - HeritageDay celebrationsin the region Invasivealien
plants clearedon the NWSMAwill be usedto light up a 1km long braaion 24
September The BraaiDay,organisedby the BlackOystercatcherraisesfunds
for the NWSMA'son-goingconservatiorefforts. TheHeritageDayactivitiesaim
to celebrateand support the rehabilitation of the NWSMA'swetlands- home
to the critical NuwejaarsWetland Ecosystemand to benefit the fauna and
flora living aroundthis ecosystemTheNWMS Ahasreintroducedbuffalo to the
AgulhasPlain- afirst in 200years,and hippo for the first time in 150years The
group is also part of the AgulhasBiodiversity Initiative (ABI) Alien Clearing
Project,with the NWSMAclearingmore than 1400 hectaresin the pastthree
months, creatingmore than 60 jobs. Thisis the secondyearthe HeritageDay
celebrationswill be held in the area, supportingthe NWSMA'swork. Visitors
canenjoywine tasting, live musicand goodfood - in the nameof conservation
Formore info visit: http://blackoystercatcherco.za/braatday/
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