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CelebratingearthDay

The 45th anniversaryof Earth Day will be celebratedon April 22 this year. Thisday marks an opportunity for
volunteersto initiate actionstowards a sustainablefuture. For over four years, A Billion Acts of Greenhas been
buildingcommitmentsby individuals,organisationshusinessesind governmentso protect the planet, inspiringand
rewardingboth simpleindividualactsand largerorganisationainitiativesthat reducecarbonemissionsand support
sustainability Takentogether, these small actions add up. And A Billion Acts of Greenhas becomethe largest
environmentalservicecampaignn the world. Volunteersmayjoin the GreenGenerationand registeron the website
www.earthdayorg/takeaction On April 22, 1970 about 20 million Americanssupported and celebratedthe first
Earth Day and today it is celebrated worldwide, forming a global network that works towards environmental
protection in communities,regionsand aroundthe world. More than 22,000 organisationsn 192 countriesaround
the world participate in Earth Day activities In 1990 Earth Day had an enormous effect on recycling efforts
worldwide and assistedn leadingthe wayto the 1992 EarthSummitin Riode Janeiro EarthDayis a globalattempt
for international co-operation to addressissuessuch as global warming, toxic waste, destruction of rainforests,
expandingdeserts and ocean pollution. Individualsand organisationsare encouragedto use Earth Day to take
environmental action in their area For more information, Vvisit www.earthdayorg and
http://www .earthdayorg/takeaction/ (SOURCEA yearof specialdays,2015 Sharene}

Earth under pressure 0% “,5
Theoldestinheritancewe sharewith all mankindand other creaturesis the 8, 3% &EL -
earth. Human activities have placedincreasingpressureon the Earth To °°§ ’ osv‘\‘f:»*““
continue to live and operate safely, humanity has to stay within critical g et

boundariesin the Eartts environment, and respect the nature of the
planet's climatic, geophysical,atmosphericand ecologicalprocesses says )
JohanRockstrom Directorof the StockholmResilienceCentre Hewarnsthat — [Bied"ox
exceeding planetary boundaries (see figure) may be devastating for
humanity, but if we respect them, we should have a bright future for
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centuries ahead The nine boundaries identified are climate change, ¢ g2 G,
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stratosphericozone, land use change,fresh water use, biologicaldiversity, ¥ g; * o

ocean acidification, nitrogen and phosphorusinputs to the biosphereand . Stockhoim Reslience Centre
oceansaerosolloadingand chemicalpollution. Thestudy suggestshat three S

of these boundaries(climate change biologicaldiversity and nitrogen input

to the biosphere)havealreadybeencrossed Boundariesare inter-connected
T crossingone boundary may seriouslythreaten the ability to stay within

safelevelsof the others. (SOURCEA yearof specialdays,2015 Sharene}
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2015 is the International Year of Soils (IYS)

Soil hasbeenidentified by the United Nationsas one of

its themesfor 2015 Soilis a finite naturalresourceandis
non-renewable on a human time scale Soilsare the

foundation for food, animalfeed, fuel and natural fibre

production, the supply of clean water, nutrient cycling
and a range of ecosystemfunctions The area of fertile

soils covering the & 2 NI Rufnde is limited and

increasinglysubjectto degradation,poor management
andlossto urbanisation Increasedawarenesof the life-

supportingfunctionsof soilis calledfor if this trend is to

be reversedand so enablethe levelsof food production
necessaryto meet the demands of population levels
predictedfor 2050 Thelnternational Yearof Soils2015
(IySwill serveasa platform for raisingawareneson the

importanceof sustainablesoil managementasthe basis
for food systems,fuel and fibre production, essential
ecosystemfunctions and ultimately allow for a better

adaptation to climate change for present and future

generations (SOURCE A year of special days, 2015

Sharene}

Examples of soil types
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Geologyand soilsof the AgulhasNational Park
Geologyis the study of the earth, and geologists
study how the earth has been developingover the
millions of yearsthat make up its history. In the
process they study rocks and land forms. The
Agulhascoastalplain, a remnant of an ancientwave
cut platform, is coveredprimarily by calcareousands
of the Tertiaryage The coastalmountainsare Cape
FoldBelt sandstone cappedin sectionsby limestone
Inland of these mountainsare the undulatingplains,
comprisedlargelyof Bokkeveldshale,whichtogether
with CapeFold Belt sandstoneare part of the Cape
SupergroupSystem Two fairly broad bandsof the
Malmesbury formation occur near Viljoenshofand
BaardskeerdersbosThe shoreline of the Agulhas
coast has both rocky (60 km) and sandy (45 km)
beaches, followed by sand dunes, including rare
hummockblowout and playalunette dunesbetween
Brandfontein and Cape Agulhas North of these
dunesis a sandy,flat coastalplain with numerous
marshesyleisandpans

Koffieklip (Ferricrete

Ferricrete is a mineral
conglomerateconsistingof surficial
sand and gravel cemented into a
hard mass by iron oxide derived
from the oxidationof iron salts It is
better known in Afrikaans as

Koffieklip (coffee stone) and is
found more regularly in Agulhas
National Park and towards the
coastline

White quartzite

White quartzite is a hard
metamorphic rock which
was originally sandstone
that was  converted
through heating or
pressure Purequartzite is
usually white to grey and
can often be found in
shadesof pink and red due
to varyingamountsof iron
oxide Quarts grains
recrystallized with other
cementingmaterialto form
amosaicof quartzcrystals

Elim FerricreteFynbos/Elim Asteraceous Fynbos
Elim Ferricrete Fynbosconsistsof all fynbos types with transitional communities of species,but extensively
asteracousfynbos dominated by low proteoid elements containing specieslike Protea repens Leucadendron
salignumand L elimense When degraded,Elytropappughinocerotisdominates Occuringon soilsderived from

BokkeveldShale,CapeGranite,ferricrete and silcrete it is distributed extensivelyaround Elim, spanningthe area
from Soetmuisberdn the north to the Soetanysbergn the south.

Yellowferricrete

These rocky soils
consist mostly of
rocks and less
sand Puffadders
are for some
reason attracted
to this soiltype.

-

Redferricrete

This soil type is
distinctly reddish
and gives off a
red dust when
touched The
rocksare soft.

Info on soil types -
StrandveldVineyards




Bird of the year 2015

TheBlue Crane BloukraanvoélAnthropoidegaradiseusvasidentified by BirdLife
South Africa asthe 2015 Bird of the Year It is alsoSouth! ¥ NJnalibngl &ird.
Althoughplentiful in the Overbergregion, Blue Cranesremain under threat, with
only about 25 000 birds left in South Africa Most of the birds live within the
h @S Nb KoNEQEhe Blue Craneis listed as vulnerableon the International
Unionfor Conservatiorof b | (i dAREBLBEf ThreatenedSpeciesBlueCranesare
monogamous Despitebeingsocialbirds, they are territorial while breeding They
have a beautiful courtship dance two individualsdancingand jumping up and
down with wingsextended Theynormallyraisetwo chicks Lookout for them on
the agricultural fields of the Strandveldand Ruens Visit the Overberg Crane
Group'swebsite: www.bluecraneorg.zafor more information.
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Oneof the top "quaggd in SouthAfrica, Freddie,is fatherto
three new"quaggas. Freddieliveson the NuwejaarsWetland
SpecialManagementArea He is one of the best stallionsin
the QuaggaProject- whichis selectivelybreedingPlainsZebra,
to retrieve the genes responsible for the |j dzI 3 3
characteristic striping pattern. The last quagga died in
1883 Thethree new "quagga$ are already showingthose
featuresfound in the original quagga with fewer stripesand
distinct brown markingson the body. The family groupis still
quite shy,and Freddieis very protective over hisprogeny Last
year Freddiefathered a colt and a filly. The QuaggaProject
waslaunchedin 1987 by ReinholdRau Asaresult, the Plains
Zebras included in the project are now known as "Rau
Quaggas The project aims to bring back herds of "Rau
Quagga to the areaswhere they onceroamed,includingthe
AgulhasPlain, where smaller herds of quaggawould have
lived. (Infoprovided

Spotted in the Park and surrounds
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Blouwangbyvreter
Blue-cheeked Beeeater
Meropspersicus

Way out of its rangeand
another great provincial
rarity for the WesternCape

Loggerhead turtleCarettacaretta
Breeds in KwaZulu Natal hatchlings are
transportedby currents,but water temperature
wasthe reasonturtles were washedashoreon
the Struisbaabeachrecently

Grootwulp
Eurasian Curlew
Numeniusarquata
At the Saltpans

Important dates Earth Day Walk 22 April 2015

\.\

Earth Day 22 April L Circumnavigate the Saltpans to
Southern Tip Day 16 May doumenwg‘g@g experiencethe salt works and birdlife.
Southern Tip Meal & Talk 15 May 2015 ARNISTON| Formoreinfo contactEmmerentia028-
Southern Tip Interpretive Walk 16 May 2015 200 4356078duringoffice hours

International Biodiversity Day 22 May
Arniston 200 29-31 May 2015
Arniston shipwreck 31 May



http://www.bluecrane.org.za/
http://www.bluecrane.org.za/
http://www.bluecrane.org.za/
http://www.bluecrane.org.za/
http://www.bluecrane.org.za/
http://www.bluecrane.org.za/
http://www.bluecrane.org.za/

Focus on Bontebok National Park

Bontebok National Park small but significant '
The Bontebok National Park (S34/8. 2327Q W

E20/25.7654) was originally establishedto conserve | Fu.
the Bontebokand officially proclaimedMarch 24, 1961
with 61 Bontebok It is situated 223 km from Cape
Town and off the N2 on the coastalplateau between
the LangebergMountain range (five km away)and the
Indian Ocean(50 km away) It is the smallestnational B |
parkin SouthAfricaand coversan areaof 347%ha. Itis In splte of strict Ieglslatlon in those
a memberof the CapeClusterparksand sister park to ‘ig? OFA‘QEJ‘Z"LEZ“L?OE\"LZ%'? 2'2
Agulhas, _Table Mountain, Tankwa Karoo and West 5 " - fench in on a farm in
CoastNationalParks the Strandveldfor protection.

Lang9 f & Kré&alfeatcamp along the Breede River Die Stroom Dayvisitors facility

An attractive stop-over for travellers foIIowmg the GardenRoute beautiful self-catering chalets campingsites, day visitor
facility at W 5 Str®omQHiking, cycling,fishing, canoeing,birding and many more.

Vegetation types for Bontebok NP

Thenew vegetationmapfor SouthAfricaindicatesthree vegetationtypesfor BontebokNationalPark
. SwellendamSilcrete Fynbos,Cape LowlandsAlluvial Vegetationand Eastern

Ruens Shale Renosterveld The Coastal Renosterveldis the most altered
vegetationtype of the fynbos,85 %beinglost mainlyto agriculture Dueto the
virtual destruction and extremely fragmented nature of South Coast
Renosterveldespeciallytowards the west, this vegetationtype is regardedas
critically endangered The high conservation status of South Coast
Renosterveldthus raises the conservation importance of BNP (SOURCE
BontebokNationalParkManagementPlan Draft2.2, 2012)
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