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In 1488 BartholomeuDiasturned backafter he failed to reachthe Eastin searchof a tradingroute. On hisreturn
journey he passeda certain flat piece of land on May 16th. He namedit after an Irish monk, St Brendan,whose

festivaldayit was Pontede SaoBrendao

The Southernmost Tip and shipwrecks

The unpredictableweather and sea along the CapeAgulhascoast
were a frightful experienceto the early seafarers It is alsobelieved
that the wavesat the Southernpoint are, after those at CapeHorn,
the highestin the world, and that the seabed is unsafe for ship
anchors Becauseof these stormy seas,there is a shipwreckevery
kilometeralongthe coast Thesewrecksinfluencedthe localculture
and architecture There was no natural timber in the area and
farmersarereputedto haveheld prayersessiongor wrecks Thetip
andits environsis a marinearchaeologicaheritagesite, of whichthe
Arniston is but one. Approximately 23 shipwrecks have been
recorded along the coastline between [ Q! 3 dahdKDlieaDam
(SOURCEouisWillemse 2007)

TheArnistonseconds before disaster
1815 (Image supplied by J. Herbert)
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Arniston

The Arniston an East Indiaman of 1 498 tons, under the
commandof CaptainGeorge Simpson,sank on May 30" 1815
under heavystormy conditionsoff Waenhuiskrans It wason its
way backfrom Ceylon(SriLanka)to England The sinkingof this
shipwith alossof 378liveshada greatinfluenceon the history of
the SouthernTiparea Onboardthis BritishIndianCarrier,which
servedas a trooper, were apart from the wounded soldierswho
were on their way backhome from Ceylon,14 women and 25
children Lord and LadyMolesworth, who were accompanying
the four children of Lt Colonel Andrew Gieles who had been
visitingtheir father in Ceylonwere alsopassengers Thistragedy
happenedexactly200 yearsagoand a specialcommemorationis
being organizedby the BredasdorpShipwreckMuseum and the
Arnistoncommunity. (SOURCEBredasdorgShipwreckMuseum)

Southern Tip Day Talk and Meal, 15 May 2015
OralLaubschewill talk aboutthe Arnistonand LouisWillemsewill
supportwith a brief talk on navigationin thosedays Themealis
servedby the SuiderligDienssentrunin Struisbaai Proceedings
start at 19:00, cost is R90,00 per person and pleasebring own
drinks Book with Emmerentiaat 028-4356078 during office
hoursor TruidaGroenewaldat 028-4356340
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The Southernmost Tip anshipwrecks

Southern Tip Walk
On Saturday May 16" 2015 you are B
invited to walk from the CapeAgulhas
Lighthousealongthe coastand imagine [
what Bartholomeu Dias and his crew =
would have seenand experiencedwhen

they sailedpastthe southernmosttip of ,Q 3
2

Africain 1488 Thereare two options
Shortroute of about three kilometres¢

back to the Lighthouse along the |
boardwalk Longroute of 15 kilometresg

Lighthouse, Historical Southern Tip, fa

along coast, past the SouthernmostTip,
Mishu Maru shipwreck,the Rasperpunt &
Hiking trail and all the way backto the
Lighthousealongthe coast

The Arniston and related subject matter on
LighthouseMuseumuntil May 31t, 2015
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Wrecked at the Cape

South Africa has an extremely rich and internationally significant
underwaterculturalheritage Sincel488the southerntip of Africahas
occupieda pivotal position in global economicand maritime affairs,
and tens of thousands of vesselsfrom a host of countries have
navigatedthis coast Someof the worst seaconditionsanywherein
the world, combinedwith human error, inadequateanchoragesand
the poor physicalcondition of many of the vesselsand their crewsby
the time they reachedSouthAfricanwaters,haveleft SouthAfricawith
a legacyof more than 2400 known shipwrecks Wreckedat the Cape
Part 2 embracesinteresting stories of shipwrecksfrom / KI LIY I y Q
Peakto Capelnfanta The Ghost Ship of the Cape, Schonenberg
ColebrookeEarlyShipwrecksn FalseBay,Joanna NossaSenhorados
Milagros Meermin Brederode Arniston Birkenhead The Letter from
Ensign Lucas, Birkenhead Survivors, The LegendaryHorses of the
Birkenhead Salvagedirtefactsof the BirkenheadThet Sy A y @hizf I Q
Trap,Kadie RMSTeuton Wreckedat the Capeof Needles,TheAgulhas
Light,Kakapg ClanMunroe, Lusitania MV Tabor, U-BoatActionon the
SouthAfricanCoast1942 ¢ 1944 TheWolf Packof the SouthAtlantic,
SASietermaritzburgThe SmitswinkelGraveyarcandmore!!
(SOURCH he CapeOdysseyl05, part 2. EditorsG & J Gribble 2015
Tokai HistoricalMedia.)

Tracking ships with the Automatic Identification

System (AlB¢ SamBeeslaar

The original purpose of AlISwas solely collision
avoidancebut many other applicationshavesince
developedand continue to be developed AlSis
currently used for: Collision avoidance, Fishing
Fleet Monitoring and Control, Vessel traffic

services, Maritime Security, Aids to navigation,
Searchand rescue, Accident investigation, Fleet
and cargotracking Thisinitiative was started by
the Maritime ControllingBodyin 2002 Shipsare
required to send an AlS messageconsisting of

identificationnumber, position,course,speed,etc.

at regular intervals via VHF signals  Port
authorities or other shorebased facilities
interceptthesesignalsandrelayit viainternet to a
centralhub. TheSuiderstrandAIS(2255) receiving
station hasbeenin operationsinceMay 2010and
hasreceivedover 27 million messagesOnaverage
displayin the 46 vesselgassby our shoreseveryday. Theships
can be viewed at www.suiderstrandco.za and
then clickon 6Skeepsnuus Thiswill showall the

shipsparticipatingin this initiative world-wide.




Who isAdamastor?

Accordingto sixteenthcentury poet, Luisde CamoesAdamastorwas a
mythical characterimmortalised in his epic poem, Os Lusiadas(first
printed in 1572. Adamastor embodied the extreme forces early
Portuguesenavigatorshadto overcomeduringtheir voyagesaroundthe
Southerntip of Africa on route to the East He was a fierce and
grotesquebeing who guardedhis domain by conjuring violent storms
Hewould take the form of a menacingstorm cloudthreateningseafarers
of the perils of sailing past the Cape Bartholomeu Dias was the
commanderof the first suchexpeditionto round the Cape Terrified of
the unknown dangers, Dias'screw threatened mutiny, and Dias was
forced to turn back before having sailed far up the eastern coast of
Africa Diasdied during a subsequentvoyage,in a shipwreckoff the
coast of Southern Africa, this time not succeedingin evading
I RI Y I aforeedldAdamastor perfectly personifies the extreme
conditionsand the history of the Strandveldcoastalarea and its many
shipwrecksso well. Visit our neighbour, Strandveld Vineyardsand
member of the Nuwejaars SpecialManagementArea, to experience
their connection with Adamastor and Bartholomeu Dias (SOURCE
StrandveldvineyardsNewsletter February2015
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USE OVER TIME

Every year, the International Council of Museums
(ICOM)choosesa theme for InternationalMuseumDay
concerning an issue that affects the international
museumcommunity. In 2015 the event will celebrate
the theme: Museumsfor a sustainablesociety One of

the mostimportant challengesharedby peopleall over

the world is to adapt to new ways of living and

developingwithin the limits of nature. This transition

towards a sustainablesociety requires inventing new
methods of thinking and acting The theme Museums
for a sustainablesocietyrecogniseshe role of museums
for communicating, transmitting and raising public
awarenessabout the need for a society that is less
wasteful, more co-operative and usesresourcesin a
way that respectsthe living systems Bringingmuseums
to the forefront of this model of a sustainablesociety,
this@ S I theafor InternationalMuseumDayaimsto

foster awarenessamong the whole society about the

current consequencef human action on our planet
and the absolute necessityof changingthe economic
and socialmodel The ICOM establishedInternational
Museum Dayin 1977 to increasepublic awarenessof

the role of museumsin the developmentof society

Momentum hasbeenrising ever since In recentyears,
International Museum Day has been experiencingits
highestinvolvementwith almost35 000 museumsthat

organise activities in more than 143 countries Visit
your nearest museum and consider how your life

today is connectedto the past




International Biodiversity Day, 22 May 2015

Theterm biologicaldiversity,or biodiversity,is givento the variety of plant and animallife, and micro-organismspn
Earth and the different ecosystemsdn which they live. The biodiversitywe seetoday is the result of the natural
processthat hastaken placeover manyyearsand which hascausedchangessuchasweatheringand adaptationof
the landscapeandits inhabitants Therate at whichthis natural processtakesplaceis increasedby humanactivities
and it is this unnaturalincreasethat canhaveharmful effectson our biophysicakenvironment Thereare more than
1.7 million specieghat havebeendiscoveredand namedand scientiststhink that there are millionsmore we do not
know about. Overtime, many speciesof plantsand animalshaveevolvedto dependon one another. Forexample,
some plants can only be pollinated by a certain kind of bird or insect In relationshipslike these, if one species
becomesextinct, the other speciescouldtoo. Thecomplexrelationshipsbetweenspeciesare often disturbedwhen
organismsaretransportedto new placesor a new elementisintroduced(for example,chemicaldrom pesticides)
Hereare a coupleof tips regardingbiodiversity neverintroduce an invasiveplant speciesinto an areait doesnot
naturally exist neverreleaseyour exotic petsinto the wild; plant only indigenousspecies avoid usingpesticidesor
chemicalsin your garden Use natural methods of pest control instead The theme for 2015 is Biodiversity for
SustainableDevelopment (SOURCE earof specialdays2015 Sharenel)

Agulhas NP biodiversity

Theterrestrial vegetationis the most significantcomponentof the biota of the parkandits protection is vital for the
conservationof fynbosin SouthAfrica Thediversity of habitat types, wetland ecosystemsRedData plant species
and local endemicsis unmatchedin the CapeFloristicRegion Speciesichnessvaluesequal those of tropical rain
forests Theareahasapproximately2,500 speciesof indigenousplants, including112 speciesendemicto the area
and over110 RedDataspemes

TheNB 3 Afauyramséesswell known than the flora. L|m|ted studieson mvertebratespomt to exceptionallyhigh
diversity of aquatic invertebratesand at least three Red Data Book listed butterflies. Thisis in contrastto the
freshwaterfish of which there are only three speciesof which one is RedDatalisted. Of the 15 amphibianspecies
thought to occur on the AgulhasPlain three speciesare RedData listed. To date, 24 reptile specieshave been
recorded andafurther 22 spemearellkelyto occuronthe Agulhaqnlam

Ofthe 81 terrestrlal mammalsknown from the CapeFloralKingdom,65 spemeshavebeen recordedor are I|kelyto
occuron the AgulhasPlain The majority of these are rodents (21 species)and small carnivores(14 species) This
includesfour mammalspeciesclassifiedasvulnerable,amongstothersthe Bontebok (Damaliscugpygargusdorcay,
whichisthe leastcommonantelopein southernAfrica (SOURCEAgulhasNPManagementPlan20132023)

Pictures by S. Brink, Aodendaal W. De Klerk, L Du Toit




TankwaKaroo National Park

In the 1970 a piece of state land was available to

establisha conservationarea At the time it wasseenas
a piece of worthless, godforsaken nothingnesswhich
was just good enoughto shoot films and the then Parks
Boardwas not interested The original god-forsaken27

000ha of governmentland was proclaimedas a national
park in 1986 and grew to 146 373ha of today. Today
Tankwa is a member of the Cape Cluster group

(SOURCEandbouweekbladl8/07/2014).

A semidesertPark

The Tankwahasbeen describedas one of the most arid
regionsof the Karoa The park has a rainfall gradient of
50mm in the SouthWestto 700mm on the Roggeveldn
an averageyear. The mean Januarytemperature in the
parkis a sweltering38.9 AC,but in Julythe averagedrops
to afreezing5.7 AC. Summertemperaturesregularlysoar
into the 40Q.&ain,on the other hand, is not asplentiful.
Historicallythe park averagesabout 170mm a year, as
measuredat the RoodewerfStation Asa designatedarid
park,the SouthWesternsectionof Tankwaalsofulfils the
definition of semidesert

Tankwa accommodation

To book accommodationand find out more about activities
contactTankwaKarooat TankwaRes@sanpar&sg.

Cultural Heritageof TankwaKaroo

Theword 'Tankwa' (sometimesspelt' Tanqua) is probably of
Khoiorigin meaningPlaceof Thirst

Animal and plant life
Typically an arid environment, Tankwa Karoo can
surprise you with its diversity of life.

Landscapes in Tankwa Karoo

Sanpaintingsare found in the mountainsaround the TankwaKaroo,but little physicalevidenceremainsof their presencewithin
the park Laddersmadefrom grassand brancheswere found in the mountainsto reachbeehivesin the mountainsfor their honey
andfloods revealedcacheof ostricheggsusedfor carryingwater. Nomadicfarmersbrought sheepinto the SucculenKaroosome
2000 yearsago and cattle some 500 yearsaga The first Europeans were farmers moving through with their flocksin the 18th
century from the Capein searchof suitable grazing In the end large areasof the Tankwawas found unsuitablefor settled
pastoralism evenwhen boreholesprovide perennialwater and forage could be brought from other areas Farmsadjacentto the
Tankwaand RenosterRiverswere usedfor flood irrigation. Thedams,madeby a scraperpulled by mules,createdareasknownas
lane (avenue$ Cropssuchaswheat and watermelonswere grown here. Evenareasthat now seemdry and parchedonce had
wheat grown there. Hunting was popular as the area occupiedby the park was originally the southerly turning point of the
migratory herds, but the last of thesewere shot out by the 1920Q2.aa I y fQddprint is found throughout the parkin the form of

housesyuins, kraalsandgraveyards

e ¥

-

SOURCEMOLLM., STEYNR, MOLLB,

livedin them. SANParkklonoraryRangersBolandRegion

MOLLJ 2012 Aroundthe TankwaKarooNational Park a guideto someof the buildingsand peoplewho




