AgulhasNPark eBullet:n

VOL 6 A N@December 2015 Happy Festive Season at the Southernmost Tip !! www.sanparks.org South African
NATIONAL PARKS

Uncovering the 'secrets' of the Southernmost Tip of Africa

In spite of beinga beehiveof activity duringthe end of yearholidayandfestive seasonthe SouthernmostTip of Africa
is still the best kept secretof beingan ultimate destinationfor both SouthAfricanand overseasvisitors Not only do
the Indianand Atlantic oceansmeet here at the southernmosttip of Africa,but there is alsothe attraction of visiting
the secondoldest working lighthousewhich guardsthe coastline Visitingthe SouthernmostTip is not only about
fishing,but manysecretsarethere to be unlocked A surpriseawaitsthosewho like to exploremore.

Have you ever explored the Cape Agulhas Lighthouse precinct?

The cave 2
About 25 meterswest of the lighthouse,the cavewas E
madeby the early Khoipeople hundredsof yearsaga
The soft limestone enabled them to hollow out an |
areawhich servedasa shelterfrom stormywindsand S
rain. Duringthe construction of the lighthouse,the 2
workers alsousedthe caveas shelterand a placeto &
sleep Thereisanaturald O K A YwhiSh&tows that
fireswere made

Thequarry
Limestone was used to construct the
lighthouse Local building material had to
be found as no transport or accessroads
existed Large blocks of limestone were
excavated 200m from where the light-
housewasbeingbuilt. Neatspacingsvere
= left from where the blockswere removed,
- and are still visible In the 1980s when the
_lighthousewasrestored extensivelyfor the
~ first time, a secondquarry was excavated
- to the westof the old quarry.

Well andcampsite
The well was built by the Light keepersafter 1848to
providefreshwater. Limestonewasusedto build the
2.5m-deep well. A manual pump was installed
between1926and 1933 A crib wasaddedto provide
freshwater for sheepandhorses Eventuallythe well
alsoservedto providewater for the first homeowners
and animals Thisareawasthe campsite of the local
farmers from 1920 to about 1930 becauseof the
availability of the fresh water. In 1994 the well was £
full of sand and rocks which made it difficult to
determine the depth. At the time the well was
repairedand cleanedout by oom Bertie Swart Manie
Conradieand SuraPieterse

Rowe grave

Daisy Rowe, daughter of the
Light keeper stationed at [ Q
Agulhashetween1899and 1901,
died on December28 1899 as a
result of diphtheria She was
only sevenmonths old and was
buried in the present parking
area of the Lighthouse During
the construction of the parking
area the grave was lifted. The
original stone cross was found
brokenunderthe soilandwasre-
attached on top of the
gravestone Thedatesdiffer by a
yearon the two gravestones

Prayer of the sailor

Variouswoodenbencheswere placedin closeproximity to & a A 3 khankhS thundersof manywaters,

the lighthouse,with memorial plagueson them with the Mightier than the wavesof the area,

names of previous Light keepers of the Cape Agulhas TheLordon highis mighty.¢ Psalm93:4
Lighthouse Findthe Prayeron a stonein the garden Godis alwaysgreaterthan all of our troubles (MB)
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Have you ever explored the coastline from the Historical Southern Tip to the Southernmost Tip and beyond?

Historical Southerrilip
Theshallowrockyshoreextendsabout 150m into the
sea,south-eastof the lighthouseand wasconsidered
the most southern point in 1836 until the 198Cs.
Thecommunityplannedto build a stone cairn at this
point and the then State President, PW Botha,
agreedto officiate at the inaugurationon August23
1986 Thismeantthat the actualterrain now needed
attention, andto determinethe actualSouthernmost
Tip, the National Monuments Council, Directorate
Trigonometry Survey and the HydrographicOffice
were calledin to surveythe area It was found that
geographicallythe southernmostpoint of Africawas
in fact one kilometre further to the west Locally
peoplecalledthis site Die Puntand it took sometime
to getusedto the "new" southernmostpoint.

Shipwrecks identified from the Historical Southern
Tip to Rasperpunt
Twentythree shipwreckshave been recorded along

the coastlinebetween[ Q! 3 dzid®ie Bam The _

following identified wrecks are located from the
Historical Southern Tip to Rasperpunt Juno (1852,
Mentor (1780, Geotryder (1849, Elise (1879, SS

Camphill(1913), Star of The Isles (1908, Trevelyan _

(1888 and the Mishu Maru 38 (1982. The Mishu
Maru is the only visibleshipwreck A bookleton the
shipwreckss available

Beacons
Thefirst magneticgaugingstationin SouthAfricawas

erectedin 1947. The magneticstation situated just s

eastof the SouthernmostTip wasmost probablyone
of the first to be built. Thereis a network of 75
beaconsacrossSouth Africa of which 40 alternating

stationsare visitedannuallyto measureand monitor |

9 I NJdn&gfsiicfield. Thebeaconsare built in pairs
to accommodatethe instruments One beaconis
used to measurethe declination and inclination of
the Earth and the secondbeaconto monitor small
changesin the magneticfield over a short period in

oneday. Thebeaconsare built andmeasuredsothat #£= " e
the positionis a fixed point where the measurements (&

are taken At presentthe SouthernmostTip is 25
degreeswest of true north.

Coastal fynbos

Fishtraps
It wasbelievedthat the early Khoi
people who occurred along the

" CapeAgulhascoastlinelived from

plants and fish. A few meters
east of the historical
southernmost point are ancient
fish traps which were built
hundreds of years ago by the
Khoi The walls of the fish traps
were built with rockstaken from
the sea, in a rounded structure
Fishwould moveinto the fishtrap
at hightide, andbe trappedasthe
tide turned lower. Men would
spear and catch the fish trapped
behind the stone wall as the
water subsided One of the fish-
traps was bulldozed to form a
swimming pool in the early 20h
century.

Sz
ocks
are barometersof environmental
well-being So are the creatures
livingin the rockypools

& { (i 2 RoStbleguarry

The pebbles that are seen all
along the Cape Agulhas coast

" were mined for { ( 2 RNufseRya

in the 1980s. This was stopped
when it was realised what
damagewas being causedto the
environment

Natural bays

In the old days harders and
sardines were netted (harders
trek) in all the small bays and
covesalongthe coast

A wide variety of plants which traditionally were used for food, medicineand = .
other usesgrow along the coast, like Sourfig, Wild cabbage,Wild rosemary, =
Kooigoedand manymore. Thesewere a goodadditionalfood sourceto seafood ‘?&
for the first people moving along the coast Theseplants display colourfully =
duringspringtime. Alistisavailable.




Exploring the coastline from the Southernmost Tip and beyond
The Southernmost Tip has a rich cultural heritage and there are still many untold stories

Thestone cairnat the SouthernmostTip

The official position of the southernmosttip is marked by a stone cairn, which is
located, about 1km west of the lighthouse The stone cairnwasbuilt in 1986as K&
part of the festivitiesof the reopeningof the Lighthouseat the time. Community =
membersfrom Napier,Bredasdorpand [ Q! 3 dzintiidutéd by buyingor paying #
for, and bringingthe rocksthat were used All the rocksare numberedandin total =
600were used Thecairnwasbuilt by OomBertie Swartbasedon a similarstructure -
in the KrugerNationalParkhe sawon a postcard

Pondokkiesand Nuwerus
The open spaceon land near the shipwreckwas a famous and muchloved
campingareafor localpeoplefrom Bredasdorpand Elim Thepeoplearrivedto
camp after New Yearand stayed until the food was finished The name
Nuwerus or New Rest, referred to 6NB a G dftgf 2 &€ S | Naklavork and
preparingfor the New Year In the sameareasevenreed-thatched structures
were erectedand called Pondokkies The Elimmers stayedin the Pondokkies
when they visited the coast to catch and dry harders, which they sold to
farmersandholidaymakers ThePondokkiesvere thatchedwith reedfrom the
groundup. Theywere 3m highand 3m wide. Eachstructure had a stabledoor
* onone sideand a smallwindow on the other. Thestructureswere demolished
= in the 1960 when the National Party Governmentenforcedthe Group Areas
Act

Rasperpuntis one of the important archaeologicasitesonthe =
CapeAgulhascoastand a site where fish traps can be found = =
along the CapeAgulhascoastline The name Rasperpuntis | 23
derived from the fact that the sharp rocks regularly cut the EEESES
fishingline of fishermen Rasperpunts asfamouswith local =
fishermenasit was 20 000 yearsago Thefish traps located *
here are well-preservedbut not usedanymore Walkthe 5km
Rasperpuntiking Trail, starting and endingat the shipwreck
A separate information booklet is available at the Agulhas %
NationalParkReception

Fresh water seepages
There are a number of fresh water seepages trickling from
dunes all along the Cape Agulhas coast

Southernmost Tip part of a World Heritage Site

The CapeFloralRegion(CFRwasfirst listed on the World HeritageListin 2004 South
Africahasone-tenth (23 200) of the world's flowering plants,of whichnearly19 000are *
endemic,makingit the richestregionin the world in terms of speciedo area- 1.7 times [+ *
richer eventhan Brazil It is the only country in the world to contain an entire floral &
kingdom On July 3, 2015 during the 39%th Sessionof the | y' S & @Warka &eritage i
Committeein Bonn,Germany the CapeFloralRegionswere extendedto over a million
hectaresand AgulhasNational Parkis part of this extension The CFRis one of eight
United NationsEducation,Scientificand Cultural OrganisationUnesc9 World Heritage |

protectedareas

Bergplaas Rest camp




Another secret visitors to the ANP keep to themselves: Agulhas National Park Accommodation

Comeand enjoy the splendourof AgulhasNationalParkby stayingin our accommodatiorand experiencethe & a LIA NJ
ofthe & 2 dziih& rhain Restcampis situatedon the coast Rhenosterkopo the north of the Agulhasdunefield on the
AgulhasPlain,Rietfonteinon the southernslopesof Soetanysbergoverlookingthe oceanand coastlineand Bergplaas

on the northern slopesof Soetanysbergoverlookingthe AgulhasPlainsand NuwejaarsWetlands Eachrest camp

has its own ambienceand each offer different experiences Walk through the Fynbos,along the coastand enjoy
birdingin the wetlandsandalongthe coastor just soakup the quietnessandtranquillity.

West Coast National Park 30 years old!

West CoastNational Parkwas establishedin 1985 and
after 30 years now celebrateswith pride what was
achieved The 30th birthday was celebratedat a special
occasionn which staff, stakeholdersmembersfrom the
community and local governmentofficials participated
Speciallong-service certificates were handed out by
Pierre Nel, Senior Section Ranger,to staff and Park
ManagerPatriciaBopaperevealedto gueststhat a new
infrastructure upgradeproject was in the pipeline The
highlight of the event was the donation of a state-of-
the-art speed boat by Nautic South Africa - a much
needed resource for the WCNP Marine Team
(Informationand picturesprovided)

It is summer holidays at the Southernmost Tip of Africa!!

Sauvignon Blanc and Oyster Festival
26 & 27 December

Vineyardto Wetland Cycle Challenge
28 December

Traditional Food and Music Day

29 December

Strandveld Vineyardsrail run & CapeAgulhas Tourism Activities

Bubbly Breakfast Visit  www.xplorio.com/regions/capeagulhas
29 December for activitiesplannedfor the festive seasonat
the SouthernmostTip!

info@strandveld.co.za
www.strandveld.co.za




