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Southern Tip circular hiking trail

FourSmallMedium ManagementEnterpriseteamsstarted to work on the new circularhiking

trail from the CapeAgulhasLighthouseto the SouthernmostTip and back. Thetrail passesthe

smallcaveand quarry to the west of the Lighthouse,continuingon the ridgewestwardsto join

the RasperpuntHikingtrail, comingdown towardsthe coast,to continueeastwardstowardsthe

SouthernmostTip beaconand backto the Lighthouse. At the sametime the boardwalkat the

SouthernmostTipwill be repositionedfurther awayfrom the coastline to endat the Icon.

Paving the coastal road towards the Southernmost Tip
Mapitsi/MasiqhameJointVenturewasappointedascontractorto pave
the 1,2km of the coastal road to the Southernmost Tip. The
constructioncampwasset up in March at the first open parkingarea
next to the gravelroad. OnApril 10 the roadwork machineswerehard
at work. Thework will be done on alternativesectionsof the road to
ensuresmoothmovementof vehiclestravellingto andfro.

In 1488, 529 years ago, Portuguese seafarer,
Bartolomeu Dias turned back after he failed to
reachthe Eastin searchof a trading route. Onhis
return journey, on May 16, he sailed passeda
certain flat piece of land. He named it after an
Irish monk, St Brendan,whosefestival day it was:
PontedeSaoBrendao.

The Southern Tip development
The Southern Tip development is in full swing with the paving of the gravel road, the preparation of the Icon construction 
site and the development of a new circular hiking trail.

SouthernTip Icon
The construction site of the Icon was set up towards the end of March.
Togetherwith Suzette[ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎcontractingteam plantswere harvestedand
relocatedto the gardenat the tŀǊƪΩǎAdministrationand Receptionbuilding.
In April the contractors,BushActive, beganto preparethe site for construction.



What makes the Southernmost Tip unique?
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! ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘƛƴŜƴǘŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ Χ
Thesouthernmosttip is recognizedby the InternationalHydro-graphicOrganisationas
the geographic dividing line between the Indian and Atlantic oceans,following the
meridianof 20ɕŜŀǎǘ.

A floral kingdomin its own right
It is part of one of the world's sixfloral kingdoms: SouthAfrica
has one-tenth (23 200) of the world's flowering plants, of
which nearly19 000are endemic,makingit the richestregion
in the world in termsof speciesto areaς1,7 timesrichereven
than Brazil. It is the only country in the world to contain an
entire floral kingdom and has the third highest level of
biodiversityin the world. King protea

National symbols
The SouthernmostTip is home to four of
South !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎnational symbols (King
Protea,Springbok,Blue-craneandGaljoen).

Killer waves
It is believed that the
wavesat the southernmost
point are, after those at
CapeHorn, the highest in
the world

Agulhas eddies
Agulhaseddies- alsocalledάŎǳǊǊŜƴǘǊƛƴƎǎέ- tend to be amongthe largest
in the world, transportingwarm, saltywater from the IndianOceanto the
South Atlantic. Agulhasrings are peeled off the AgulhasCurrent in the
AgulhasBasinwhere it retroflectsbackinto the IndianOcean

.
Meeting of the currents
The meeting of the cold Benguelaand
warmAgulhascurrentsat the edgeof the
AgulhasBankfuels the nutrient cyclefor
muchmarine life in the area,makingthis
region one of the most productiveareas
in SouthAfrica.

Wikipedia

Enquire at the Agulhas National Park for more reasons why the Southernmost Tip of Africa is unique.

Southern Tip Day Talk and Meal: May 19, 2017, 19h00
Join AgulhasNP at a function to commemorate Bartolomeu Dias sailing round the southernmost tip - and all the
shipwreckvictims that lost their lives along the CapeAgulhascoastline. EsnaSwart will talk about5ƛŀǎΩǎvoyagewith
No log, no journal, no chart. The/ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎDinner is suppliedby the SuiderligDienssentrumin Struisbaaiat R120 per
person (bring own drinks). For more information and to book contact EmmerentiaDe Kock,028-4356078(8:00 to
16:00) or TruidaGroenewald,028-4356340

Plant diversity at the Southernmost Tip



International Day for Biological Diversity 2017
The United Nations proclaimed May 22 The International Day for Biological
Diversity (IDB)to increaseunderstandingandawarenessof biodiversityissues. The
theme for 2017is "Biodiversity and SustainableTourism", which hasbeenchosen
to coincidewith the observanceof 2017 as the International Yearof Sustainable
Tourism for Development. Celebrationof the IDBunder this theme providesan
opportunity to raiseawarenessand action towards the important contribution of
sustainable tourism both to economic growth and to the conservation and
sustainableuseof biodiversity.
(SOURCE: http://www .greeningtheblue.org/event/international-day-biodiversity)

What is Sustainable tourism? 
Sustainabletourism can be defined as "Tourismthat takes full accountof its current and future economic,socialand
environmental impacts, addressing the needs of visitors, the industry, the environment and host communities".
Sustainabilityrefers to the environmental,economic,and socio-cultural aspectsof tourism development. A suitable
balancemust be establishedbetweenthesethree dimensionsto guaranteeits long-term sustainability. (SOURCE: Making
Tourism More Sustainable - A Guide for Policy Makers, UNEP and UNWTO, 2005, p.11-12;
http://sdt .unwto.org/content/about-us-5)

!ƎǳƭƘŀǎ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ PietersielieskloofchallengeΩ ςL. Du Toit, Project Manager, Working for Wetlands
The causeof erosion in Pietersielieskloofhas many contributing factors. Major impactsare alien invasiveplants and
incorrect farmingpracticeswithin the buffer zoneof the wetland. In the past wetland areaswere usedfor cultivation.
Whenflood eventsoccurthere is no buffer to protect the wetland. Duringhigh flow periodscontributingfactorsin this
particular area that may have brought about erosion is the roads through the wetland. It is of utmost importanceto
addressthe erosionin this wetland to protect the remainingpeat. Thiswetland with its sumpsstore lots of water in the
landscapeand allows for sustainablewater flow through the area. Over the last few months the teams faced many
challengesbut water flow wasthe mainissue. Thetechnicaldrawingschangeda numberof timesduringconstructiondue
to problemsidentified duringexcavations. Thismeant that planshadto be changedduringconstruction,makingthe task
at handevenmore difficult. Asusualthe AgulhasWetlandsteamsshowedjust what they were madeof and adjustedto
the situation. Workingin theseever-changingenvironmentsarenot aneasytaskandthey haveagainprovenwhat canbe
donewith commitmentandhardwork!

Bakoorjakkals, Bat-eared fox
Otocyonmegalotis

W. De Klerk

Spotted in the Agulhas Plain
A first record for the Woodpecker.

Gryskopspeg
Olive Woodpecker
Dendropicos
griseocephalus

Caught on camera

Duiker
Sylvicapragrimmia

Rooikat, Caracal
Caracal caracal

Ratel
Mellivora capensis



A new form of conservation protects critically endangered Renosterveld -ōȅ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ 5Ω!ƭǘƻƴ
WWF-SouthAfricahassigneda ConservationServitudeagreementwith a Caledonlandowner. TheOverbergRenosterveld
ConservationTrust(ORCT)will managethe easementandprovidethe managementsupportaswell asto landownerswho
signup in future. Throughthis innovativeform of conservationon private land,part of the largestareaof WesternRûens
ShaleRenosterveldleft in the world (370hectares)will be protected in perpetuity. Conservationeasementsor servitudes
area fairly new conceptin SouthAfrica,althoughthey havebeenusedinter-nationally. A servitudeis attachedto the title
deed, which is binding on the successorin title. A managementplan is attachedto the servitude,providingsupport to
landownersand identifying priority managementinterventions. TheORCTthen assistswith the implementationof these
interventions. Conservationeasementsoffer landownersan easyand accessibleopportunity to conservetheir land. The
servitudeis placedover the entire farm, with areasdemarcatedfor conservationandagriculture. Theland doesnot need
to be rezoned,as is the casewith many other protected area proclamations. Thesigningis the first of hopefully many
conservationeasements.

Renosterveld diversity

International Museum Day, May 18
International Museum Day is annually celebrated worldwide on or around May 18, after being proclaimed by the
InternationalCommitteeof Museumsin 1977:ά¢ƘŜpurposeof the celebrationis to raiseawarenessabout the important
role of museumsin society. ThisȅŜŀǊΩǎthemeisMuseumsandcontestedhistories: sayingthe unspeakablein museums.

άwŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ Χέ 
Thoughtsexpressedby Julian Masimila en Chris Nissen from the South African Human Rights Commissionon the
occasionof the HumanRightsDaycelebrationsat the BredasdorpShipwreckMuseum,March 20 2017. A Museumis a
communalspacewherethe distinctiveand joint culturalheritageof all inhabitantsof a particularregion,be it the cultural
heritageof an individualtown or that of the surroundingdistrict, canbe preservedandcelebrated. Knowledgeof the past
opensthe road to the future and history cannotand shouldnot be erasedat will.άLŦyou do not havea story to tell, you
haveno futureΧέRathercelebratethe wonderfullyclose-knit and intertwined heritageof all peoplewho havetravelled
through and worked in this particular spacein different waysand at different times. Do not isolate yourselfand only
concentrateon individualculturalheritageandhistory,usuallyreferredto asάƳƛƴŜorƻǳǊǎέ. Everyinhabitantof a country
hasthe right to celebratehisor her culture,but the responsibilityto respectandcelebrateeveryoneŜƭǎŜΩǎΣaswell asthe
collectiveculturalheritage,ultimately lieswith all of us. (OraLaubsher)

[ƛƎƘǘƘƻǳǎŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ [Ω!ƎǳƭƘŀǎ Shipwreck Museum, Bredasdorp

Heritage Centre, Elim {ƘŜƭƭ IƻǳǎŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΣ [Ω!ƎǳƭƘŀǎ

Museums & Heritage Centersto visit at the Southernmost Tip

Open:
18th ς20 May 
2017
10.00 - 16.00

ґƴǳκκkhab = άōƭŀŎƪ Ƴƻƻƴ όƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜƭŘ ŦƻƻŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿέ
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Treasure maps or not? ςJimmy Herbert continues
Thethird salvageexcursionto the Southwascommissionedto recoverthe reputedly large
treasure of the NossaSenhorade los Milagros (againa new unknown area). This time,
althoughthey were not expectedto plot their route on a map,no fewer than two journals
were kept and handedin on their return. Today,both are safelyhousedin the CapeTown
archives. In both thesejournals,the dailyweather,undertakingsandaccomplishmentswere
well recorded. Some36 yearslater, the next expeditionto CapeAgulhaswasundertaken.
Thistime the Dutch ship Schonenbergwas the reasonfor no fewer than four trips taken
there andback. Of these,three were thoroughlyrecordedin journalsand thesedocuments
too havestood the test of time. Againby 1722, they were not askedto plot their position,
nevertheless,asstated,journalswerekept andhandedin on return to the settlementat the
Cape. By the time the Meerminwaslost in 1766they did not even insist on a journal. By
then, with all the farmers applyingtheir agriculturalskills in the Overbergarea, one can
safelyassumethat the ZoetendaalsValleyand its surroundingswere well known by then.
Thesamecanbe said in the caseof the next two treasureship losses,Nicobar(1783) and
Brederode(1785). Thehistoricalrecordsclearlyindicatethat keepingjournalsand plotting
the routes taken on maps,therefore, were primarily reservedfor DISCOVERYTRIPSmade
into the unknown.

The Chainouqua
By1672, the Chainouquawerestartingto disintegrate. Thetribe brokeinto two, with one
group following{ƻǳǎƻŀΩǎson Dorha (Klaas)and the other following his son Koopman.
Another well-known captain with lesserstatus was Dorha or Klaaswho becamemore
influential over time andwaswell-disposedtowardsthe VOC. Hehelpedfrom 1672until
1697 with trading between the VOCand the OverbergKhoekhoen. The two brothers
were in continuousenmitywith first Dorhaandthen Koopmanestablishinggoodrelations
and trading with the VOC. KoopmaneventuallydefeatedDorhain 1701and for a short
time, the Chainouquawere known astheYƻƻǇƳŀƴΩǎafter their chief. In the early1700s
the Chainoquawasalsoknownasthe Koopmans,after anothercaptain. Koopmandied in
1707. Bythe 1720s the Chainouquadisintegratedasa tribe, like all the other Khoekhoen
groups,due to lossof landandstockandthe effect of the small-poxepidemic. (SOURCE:
DE JONG,M. 2016. A forgotten first people: the Southern Cape Hessequa. N.p.:
WatermarkPress; MEFFERT& VANHEMERT. 1996. Gidstot dieuitstallingDieKhoisanvan
dieOverberg. Swellendam,DrostdyMuseum.)

Cannon firings at the Taalmonumentin Paarl

varietiesof muzzleloadingcannonsin the world. Unfortunatelymanyof thesecannonshavebeengrosslyneglectedand
someevendestroyed. It is/!h{!Ωǎmissionto researchthesecannonsand the VOCcannonsignalsystem,aswell as to
track, restore and display the cannonsto preservetheir heritage for future generations. The associationhas already
found, measuredand registeredmore than 1 000of them in the DURRrecordof SouthAfricanMuzzleLoadingCannons.
In the talk there is alsoreferenceto the Sixpoundercannonon PaarlMountain, and other cannonsin Drakenstein. For
2017cannonfiringsare scheduledfor March 25, April 29, May 27, June24, July29, August26, September24 (Heritage
Day), September30, October 28, November25 and December30. In caseof heavy rain, the cannon firing will be
cancelled. For more information contactAmiraBrownat tel. 021 863 4809/0543or kommunikasie@taalmuseum.co.za.
(SOURCE: AfrikaanseTaalmuseumen-monument)

TheAfrikaanseTaalmonumentin Paarlis organisinga seriesof canonfiring held
in collaborationwith CAOSA(CannonAssociationof SouthAfrica) on the last
Saturdayof everymonth. Thecannon,a HalfPounder(1770Armstrong),is fired
at 12:00 from the GardenTheatrestage. Thefiring is precededby a short talk
on the history of South!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎcannonsasa form of communication,including
the VOCcannonsignalsystem,anda demonstrationof the useof all the loading
gear.Thecannonis loadedwith gunpowder(no projectile). Thetalk is offered at
11:30 (in English)andat 11:45 (in Afrikaans). SouthAfricahasoneof the biggest


