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Wetlands and global climate change
The Standing Committee of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands approved the theme for
World Wetlands Day 2019: Wetlands and Climate Change. Global climate change is
recognised as a threat to the survival of species and the health of natural systems. Scientists
worldwide are looking at the ecological and hydrological impacts. Climate change will make
future efforts to restore and manage wetlands more complex. Wetland systems are
vulnerable to changes in quantity and quality of their water supply. It is expected that climate
change will have a pronounced effect on wetlands through alterations in hydrological regimes
with great global variability. Floodplains, mangroves, sea grasses, saltmarshes, arctic wetlands,
peat lands, freshwater marshes and forests are very diverse habitats, with different stress
factors and management and restoration techniques needed. Successful long term restoration
and management of these systems will hinge on how we choose to respond to the effects of
climate change. (SOURCE: ERWIN, Kevin L. Wetlands and global climate change: the role of
wetland restoration in a changing world: abstract. Wetlands Ecol Manage (2009) 17:71–84)
New Assistant Project Manager appointed by Biodiversity Social Projects, Agulhas National
Park Working for Wetland project
Joel Mentoor has been appointed as the new assistant project manager for the Working for
Wetlands project. He comes with broad experience after being involved in all the projects for at
least 10 years. Joel is a born and bred Struisbaaier. Over the years Joel completed training
courses in Health & Safety, First Aid, Advance Driving, Conflict Management and GIS training,
expertise needed to manage the projects successfully. Joel is involved in his community,
sharing his expertise and insights. He aims to make the projects a cornerstone to benefit the
local community through alleviating poverty. He plans to raise awareness of the project,
showing how important the Working for Wetland project is to the community and who it
benefits.
The Agulhas Working for Wetlands Project
The Working for Wetlands Project was initiated in November
2003 and a pilot project started with four teams from February
till March 2004 in the Soutbosch area of the Agulhas National
Park. Wetland rehabilitation in this area focused on soft options
like earth plugs. Read more about the project in the April
eBulletin.

Team 2019

The effect of the earth plugs in drainage furrows.

The Agulhas Wetlands, one of four important reasons the Agulhas National Park was
established
A wide variety of wetlands (freshwater springs, rivers, estuaries, floodplains, lakes, vleis
and pans) occur on the Agulhas Plain. The ecological functioning of the wetlands and
other fresh water systems on the Agulhas Plain is critically dependent on water quality
and quantity of interlinked pans, wetlands, seasonal streams, flow and interchanges that
occur under natural conditions.

Twenty years on: how the Agulhas National Park has developed
On September 14 1998 SANParks purchased four ha
of land at the southernmost tip of the African
continent to establish a national park. It was officially
declared on September 23 1999 in the Government
Gazette as GN 1135. 20 years later the park stretches
over 21,971.0161 ha of land.

1999
Portions of Rhenosterkop 285(6), Soutbosch 286(4), Zoetendals Vallei (also
documented as Zoudendaals Valley) 278(1) and Brakfontein A283 were
acquired, consisting mainly of important wetlands areas.
‘Rhenosterkop aan Zoutpansberg’
Rhenosterkop, one of the oldest farms in the Strandveld, was used for
grazing together with Springfield in the early 1740s, most probably by
Matthys Rostock Lourens (*1708) who officially received grazing rights at
Renosterkop at Soetendaalsvalley on the Buffeljagtsrivier on 21 February
1757. At the time he was already living at Zoetendals Vallei. His son,
Matthys Johannes (*1753), who continued farming on Soetendaalsvalley,
was appointed as the Veldkornet of the fieldcornetcy Soetendaalsvalley in
1799. On 6 June 1831, 2482 morgen of Rhenosterkop was granted to
Matthys Johannes Lourens, son of Matthys Rostock, by the Cape
Government and registered formally in his name. Rhenosterkop is a
provincial heritage site.
‘Soutbosch aan Zoetendaalsvallei’
Soutbosch is also one of the oldest farms in the Strandveld.
Jacobus Johannes Swart received grazing rights on the loan
farm, “Zoutbosch aan Zoetendaalsvallei” in the 1700s. The Cape
Government granted Soutbosch as a whole to J.N., P.H. and P.A.
Swart in 1836. The farmstead consisted originally of three
houses and outbuildings. Old inhabitants of Soutbosch and
Bosheuwel say the house nearest to the road is the oldest, and
possibly built in the 1850s-60s.
The ceilings of this house
consist of wood from shipwrecks, whereas the ceilings of the
demolished house at the back were yellowwood. The houses
were changed radically over the years. It is situated on a natural
ridge with a view on salt pans and wetlands.

Brakfontein A283

Zoetendals Vallei 278 (1)

The Saltpans with Soetanysberg to the left

2000
Portions of the Saltpans 287 (2, 3), Bergplaas 291
(Remainder, 2), Paapekuilfontein 281 (58), Hangnes
342 (1), Rhenosterkop 285 (3, 5), Soutbosch 286 (5,
6, 7) and Soetanysplaas 291 (1) were acquired.
Important Fynbos vegetation and more wetlands
were added.
The Saltpans, portion 2 and 3 of Farm 287
Salt was the first mineral to be exploited in South Africa during
colonial times. Between 1705 and 1713, the traveller and
explorer Peter Kolbe reported the discovery of saline pans near
present day Elim and Bredasdorp.
In 1791 the VOC
administration at the Cape took over ownership of these pans
and leased them to prospective operators. In 1869 land
including the salt pan (lots 1127 and 1128) was acquired by
Henry Daniel Shea. The property, formerly belonging to the
state, measured 2547m 166sr. The first official reference to
salt production is dated 1914, when the farm was acquired by
The Springfield Salt Pan and Farming Company Limited. In
1950 a small piece of land was sold off to James St. Vincent
Broke Lord De Saumarez, who retained the land until his death
in 1971, now measuring 387,3152ha, and referred to as
Springfield Estates (Pty) Ltd. In 1974 a section of the land
measuring 183,8008ha and referred to as portion 2 of farm
287 was sold to Hendrik Vermeulen. In 1978 this portion was
sold to Springfield Estate (Pty) Ltd. After two more owners
Portion 2 on which the Saltpans is situated, was sold to
SANParks in 2000.
Bergplaas: ‘De Ruygte Fontein 288 aan Zoutpansberg’
Bergplaas was originally a stock post in the 1860s on the farm
Ruigtefontein (De Ruygte Fontein aan Zoutpansberg). Matthys
Johannes Lourens Jnr (*1778), received it as a loan-farm for
agriculture under the Veldkornetskap Zoetendaals Valy of M J
Lourens. The farm Bergplaas, also called Soetanysplaas, was
consolidated as an independent farm from the different
portions of the original farm Ruigtefontein and a portion of
Rhenosterkop. In 1955 it was again divided in two portions.
The farm was only suitable for farming flowers, which was done
extensively from the 1970s to the 1990s.

De Ruygte Fontein’s old werf?

Hangnes

Hangnes 342
This farm was formed in 1972 by
amalgamating and consolidating portions of
Ruigtefontein 288, dating back to 1840, Zoet
Anysberg 289, Remainder of Rietfontein 293
(4, 7-ZoetZuur). Matthys Johannes Lourens
Jnr (*1753) received it as a loan-farm for
agriculture, using it mainly as a stock post. In
modern times the farm was mainly used for
flower farming.

Soetensuur

Flower fields on Soetanysberg

Soetanysberg vegetation
The land bought in 2000 by SANParks added important Fynbos
vegetation to the Agulhas National Park. Bergplaas, Soetanysbergplaas
and Hangnes are situated either on the Soetanysberg or along the
northern foothills. The Soetanysberg area, as a botanical site, is about
100km² and supports seven different fynbos types.
Agulhas
Limestone Fynbos (Limestone and Restioid - restricted to limestone
substrata) and Elim Ferricrete (Asteraceous and Proteoid) are the main
vegetation types on Soetanysberg and within them you will find (Wet)
Restioid fynbos (closely associated with vleis and drainage systems)
and Neutral sand proteoid fynbos (confined to colluvial sand derived
from limestone) are endangered in the Cape Floristic
Region. Soetanysberg, together with Heuningrug and Elim (24 x 28 km)
has more than 60 Red Data Book plant species, of which at least 15 are
threatened, making Soetanysberg one of the four most important
nodes for fynbos conservation. (SOURCE: Agulhas National Park State
of Knowledge Report, 2008).

Barry and the first Working for
Water teams

Thoughts on the development of the Agulhas National Park – Barry Heydenrich,
former Agulhas Project Coordinator
It is fantastic that the Agulhas National Park is 20 years old and has increased to size to
its current extent, and great to celebrate all the achievements that have happened since
the small beginnings when a four ha area was proclaimed as the initial piece of the new
national park at the Southern Tip of Africa in the late 1990s. Although some of the initial
land purchase discussions between private landholders and South African National
Parks had their challenges, it is amazing to see how the different people of the region
have come together to support the vision of conservation across the Agulhas Plain.
There are now many different conservation initiatives that are complimentary to the
Agulhas National Park, as well as ecotourism establishments that have developed over
the last two decades. It is heart-warming to return, as we do from time to time from our
home in Australia, to experience the landscapes and people of this unique area. The
ecological values of the park that originally attracted conservationists to draw lines on
maps, suggesting how best to conserve the biodiversity of this unique region are now
secure and many people are able to enjoy the treasures that the park has to offer. The
fact that many local people are directly or indirectly employed by the park, is a very
rewarding experience. I wish everyone involved in the Agulhas National Park all the best
for 2019 and for many years to come.

First Section Ranger Michael
Brooks, on the right, and
student.

For one-day only: A Wetlands & Wildlife Guided Tour and Walk
Join this special guided tour and walk on World Wetlands Day on
Saturday February 2 ONLY, with a trained local guide. Travel
through the Nuwejaars wetlands and lakes to the home of the
hippo. Enjoy the natural game (Bontebok, Rau quagga, springbuck,
eland and more) and the immense birdlife (look out for the Glossy
ibis, Black Cuckoo and Caspian Tern). Enjoy coffee and rusks at the
hippo vlei (with these curious animals often creeping ever closer).
Bring your own binoculars, some water, sunscreen, a hat and your
walking shoes. We meet at the Black Oystercatcher Restaurant at
7:00 on Saturday February 2. Cost is R175 per person and booking is
essential. Email: book@nuwejaars.com; or Tel: 076 833 634.
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Nuwejaars River

Roger Bailey, Alliston Appel, Thys Arends, Carl
Richter, Barry’s team from 1998 to 2001.
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