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Prevent Air and Plastic pollution

www.sanparks.org

World Environment Day 2019
The United Nations, aware that the protection and improvement
of the human environment is a major issue affecting the wellbeing of people and economic development throughout the
world, designated June 5 as World Environment Day. The
Clker.com
celebration of this day provides the opportunity to broaden the
basis for an enlightened opinion and responsible conduct by individuals, enterprises and communities in preserving and
enhancing the environment. Since it began in 1974, it grew to become a global platform for public outreach that is widely
celebrated in more than 100 countries. World Environment Day 2019 will be hosted by China, with the theme Air Pollution.
We cannot stop breathing, but we can do something about the quality of air that we breathe. Approximately 7 million
people worldwide die prematurely each year from air pollution, with about 4 million of these deaths occurring in AsiaPacific. World Environment Day 2019 will urge governments, industries, communities, and individuals to come together to
explore renewable energy and green technologies to improve air quality in cities and regions across the world. Air Pollution
facts: 92 per cent of people worldwide do not breathe clean air. Air pollution costs the global economy $5 trillion every
year in welfare costs. Ground-level ozone pollution is expected to reduce staple crop yields by 26 per cent by 2030
Did you know?
That the beautiful lichens on the
rocks along the Cape Agulhas
coast
are
barometers
of
environmental well-being, clean
fresh air; so are the creatures
living in the rocky pools.
Lost world: UN report shows Nature at death's door – Patrick Galey
Human activity is trashing the planet, pushing hundreds of thousands of species to the brink. This report on the state of
Nature released recently shows how humanity has wreaked havoc on the environment, undercutting Earth's essential lifesupport systems. A Summary for Policymakers approved by 132 nations and the underlying 1,800-page scientific report lay
bare a planet ravaged by rampant consumption and pollution, where a million species are at risk of extinction. The
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) report, the first of its kind in 15
years, predicts a harrowing future for plants and animals. One million species face the risk of extinction -- many within
decades. Species are going extinct up to several hundred times quicker than during the last 10 million years, and half a
million plants and animals currently have "insufficient habitat for long term survival". This mass extinction will have a direct
and lasting impact on human life, the report warns. (SOURCE: AFP, 06 May 2019)
Do you want to loose sightings
and encounters like these?
Hoopoe looses its meal to a
Drongo (Steve Peck, Napier
Birding

Lost World continues
- Pollution Up to 400 million tons of heavy metals, toxic sludge and other waste are dumped into oceans and rivers each year. There
are roughly 17,000 mines operating worldwide, and at least 6,500 oil and gas installations, kept viable by $345 billion in
fossil fuel subsidies. The underlying report, compiled from more than 15,000 academic papers and research publications,
estimates that 75 percent of land, 40 percent of oceans and 50 percent of rivers "manifest severe impacts of degradation"
from human activity. Eleven percent of humans are undernourished; more than 820 million face food insecurity in Africa
and Asia alone.

- Marine fish stocks Experts found that 93 percent of marine fish stocks
are either overfished or fished to the limit of
sustainability; one third of all fishing worldwide is said
to be illegal or unreported. In total of around 60
billion tons of natural resources are extracted from the
Earth every year -- a rise of 80 percent in a matter of
decades.
(SOURCE:
news.yahoo.com/lost-world-un-reportshows-nature-deaths-door-151119912.html)

- Climate The authors stress that whatever losses humans inflict on
Nature will in turn be inflicted upon humans. More than two
billion people still rely on wood as their main energy source,
and up to half of all medicines come from plants and animals.
What's more, the world's oceans and forests absorb more than
half of greenhouse gas emissions, which have doubled since
1980 contributing to a 0.7 Celsius global temperature rise. In
October a sister report said only drastic cuts in fossil fuel use
could avert runaway global warming. The IPBES summary said
that five percent of Earth's species are at risk of extinction if
the temperature rises just 2C -- still within the targets of the
Paris climate deal. Business as usual is predicted to warm Earth
4.3C by 2100. Were that to happen, the authors warned, as
many as one in six of all species could be wiped out.

Galjoen Dichistius capensis
No fish, No dish

Together we can protect and restore our ocean: World Oceans day, 8 June
Leading or participating in World Oceans Day events and activities, you are both celebrating
our blue planet and uniting with a global community of leaders and change makers to
protect and restore the oceans. This year's theme and conservation focus will guide all in the
fast-growing World Oceans Day network preparing for June 8. The Conservation focus is to
demonstrate leadership in preventing plastic pollution and share solutions that inspire and
activate the global community. World Oceans Day 2019 will rally the world to stop
ocean plastic, a growing crisis facing society and shared oceans. World Oceans Day 2019
want to build on personal awareness, actions, and commitments to reduce single-use plastic,
and mobilize action on the scale necessary to bring about real change. You can be a leader
by rallying others - including families, friends, schools, local businesses, organizations, and
corporations - for greater involvement! (SOURCE: www.worldoceansday.org)

June in Khoe, //hei//khab, means pale moon (good grazing, flowers began to grow)

J. Human

Loggerhead turtle babies are in deep trouble because of the plastic pollution in our oceans

Climate Change turns the Southernmost Tip into a Nature Science Laboratory – Wendy Fodin, Cape Research Centre
When it gets too hot we move somewhere cooler, right? This is what thousands of species across Southern Africa are
doing too – they are heading to higher elevations and south towards the pole. From birds and butterflies to amphibians
and tree aloes, South Africa’s species are on the move. But, what happens when they reach the Southernmost Tip of
Africa and run out of land? And what about the incredible richness of species already at the tip that have nowhere else to
go? As climate change progresses, it rapidly escalates Agulhas National Park’s vital role as one of Africa’s most important
biodiversity refuges. It also opens unique opportunities to understand which species are able to migrate unaided and
which cannot, and how new arrivals impact existing communities. Since coping with climate change is a brand new
challenge, our scientists and managers are working together to learn to manage the park to reduce its climate change
vulnerability. A key strategy is to coordinate species movement corridors across to southerly and higher elevation areas.
Trying novel, innovative approaches and technologies to reduce vulnerability is essential but their outcomes need to be
closely monitored so we can learn as we go. Climate change arrives with a bag of troubles, but spotting the positive helps
a little. The park’s unique position and biodiversity, along with its status as a national park, turn it into a natural science
laboratory under climate change. By encouraging researchers from South Africa and abroad to work in the park, we hope
to bring in new visitors, gain a better understanding of how to protect our biodiversity, and make a valuable contribution
to tackling climate change.

2007
Waterford farm, the most western section of the park, was bought which added a very important
fynbos biodiversity area. The first Section Ranger, Samantha Schröder, was appointed, as well as a
People & Conservation officer to focus on the cultural-history of the park. A cultural heritage
survey was done and mapping of cultural sites commenced. The newly established Park Forum
underwent an intervention process.

Waterford, the most western section of Agulhas National Park
Waterford farm was acquired in 2007 and measures 4052.9810ha. It is the highest situated piece of land in Agulhas
National Park and at present separate from the rest of Agulhas land. It was acquired for biodiversity purposes as the farm
encompasses the upper catchment of the Ratelrivier system, which flows through the wetlands at Ratelrivier homestead
(also part of the park) and out into the ocean. This is a Critical Biodiversity Area as identified by the provincial conservation
authorities, CapeNature, and was top priority for Agulhas to purchase and include in the park. Agulhas National Park is
clearing the aliens within the catchment to secure precious water sources. The farm also has unique geology. A band of
Western Coastal Shale runs through the property, resulting in rare and endemic plants species growing here. Waterford
dates from 1860 and originally belonged to the Van der Bijl family of Fairfield. Those days they used it for grazing for their
cattle. When SANParks acquired the land it was mostly used for flower farming. Today it has its own Ranger station.

S. Schröder
Mapping cultural-history and collecting stories

Waterford landscape

The cultural resource management process
A consultant, Dr Robert De Jong, was appointed to conduct a Cultural Heritage Survey. All man-made
structures and sites of cultural significance were documented after which he wrote a Cultural
Resource Management Plan, followed by lower level plans compiled by the staff. The documenting
process entailed interviews with local people and visits to sites. Pictures and GPS coordinates were
taken and recorded. More information was sourced from printed material, e.g. Books and
newspapers. The collected information was collated onto a single formal database. About 405 sites
were recorded over the years. The database is currently being edited and updated.
2008
The Infrastructure development programme started. It
entailed the restoration of farmsteads for tourist
accommodation and the development of the rest camp. A
handyman, Eugene Mitchell was appointed, as well as an
Infrastructure development project manager, Curt Jones, to
manage the infrastructure development programme.
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Colourful Notes Music Academy Struisbaai
The Colourful Notes Music Academy is a community initiative and
began at the end of 2017 with the help of the community, who
generously donated money and unwanted instruments. Our vision is
to bring music and the arts to the children and give them a reason to
dream BIG! We see a dedicated music school with many volunteers
that teach the children to play a wide variety of instruments, as well
as dancing and singing lessons. This school will be a landmark and an
icon for future generations to come. Something that brings hope to
every child and gives them a platform to excel and rise above the
odds. (www.colourfulnotes.co.za)

Possible mutiny and murder at Cape Agulhas: Le Lise 1840 – Jimmy Herbert
Apart from the mutiny and murders by the slaves transported in the Dutch ship
Meermin in 1766, very few people, if any, know about another such incident at Cape
Agulhas. This second gruesome event took place 74 years later when the French Barque
Le Lise struck the most southern point of Africa in 1840. The French vessel Le Lise, a
merchantman, bound from Mauritius to Bordeaux, was reported to have been wrecked
on the Needles rock (Cape Agulhas). Passengers had boarded her both in Mauritius and
the Island of Bourbon. Her cargo was sugar and coffee, as well as personal valuables
belonging to one of the wealthiest individuals in Mauritius, Mr J. Rey. The captain,
officers and 20 passengers all perished while 12 sailors and one passenger made it to shore. The authorities at the Cape
stated that ‘what had occurred is not as yet certain’. What is a fact is that the 12 sailors and one passenger all made it to
the ships-boat and to shore. With them, they had all their own private belongings as well as some trunks and valuables
belonging to the passengers. Strangely enough, without waiting for any bodies to be washed out, the whole crew and the
only surviving passenger, Monsieur Ratenaud, set off for the Cape. No sooner had the survivors reached Table Bay, when
the British authorities began to question this fact. How was it possible that all the sailors had made it to safety, but not the
Captain, any of his officers or any other passengers (men, women or children)? At the same time, the sailors had saved all
their own belongings and even those of wealthy passengers. To add to all this, it was reported that the survivors were
spending money freely and in abundance. Then news from Struisbaai arrived describing how bodies started to be cast out
by the sea: the Captain, his officers, some passengers and even the wealthy Mr Rey, his wife and child. On closer
inspection, most were found to have wounds and bruises all apparently received before the wrecking and breaking up of
the Le Lise. Already while still in Mauritius Mr Rey’s friends had criticised his imprudence in embarking so large a quantity
of valuables under the prying eyes of the sailors. Although foul play was suspected, it was never proven. Nevertheless,
the fact points to a high probability that these 13 survivors made their fortune through acts of mutiny and murder.

