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The Sea
Harbinger of eternity,
Time’s time-keeper,
She is, in all her vast diversity,
The reflection of man’s soul.
(ANON)
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Marine month – Save our Seas

www.sanparks.org

Three new SANParks Marine Protected Areas
Three new Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) within South African National Parks
(SANParks) have been gazetted by the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA). The
Addo Elephant National Park MPA, Robben Island MPA (to be managed by Table
Mountain National Park) and Namaqua National Park MPA form part of 20 new national
MPAs gazetted on May 23, 2019). This declaration is the culmination of many years of
work by South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI,) SANParks, Ezemvelo KZN
Wildlife and DEA. These MPAs came into effect on August 1, 2019. This new network of
MPAs increase the conservation footprint of South Africa’s oceans from 0.43 to five
percent and is a major achievement for conservation. The new MPAs will contribute to
the conservation of our oceans, islands and coastal habitats, protect threatened species
such as penguins and rebuild overexploited species such as line fish, abalone and rock
lobster. They will help secure ecosystem services, support recreational, tourism and
educational activities, as well as subsistence, recreational and commercial fishing. MPAs
help keep ecosystems resilient in the face of climate change. To learn more about these
new and current MPAs, visit https://www.marineprotectedareas.org.za/protecting-theocean. (SOURCE: Dr Anè Oosthuizen, SANParks National Marine Co-ordinator,
SANParks Information Broadcast)

National Marine Week is celebrated every year during the second week of October. Its purpose is to create awareness on
the marine and coastal environment, the promotion of sustainable use and conservation of these resources, for the benefit
of all both present and future generations.
Putting a magnifying glass on Microplastics in the coastal environment - Dr Anusha Rajkaran,
Dept of Biodiversity and Conservation Biology, Univ of the Western Cape
The plastic waste like bottles and shopping bags we usually see on our beaches or along our
rivers is called ‘macroplastics’. It usually comes from our towns and cities, flows into rivers and
finally into the sea via the many estuaries along our coastline. Plastic is a convenient, flexible
material that is found in every aspect of our lives and is now a real threat to our seas and natural
environment and even our health. When macroplastics start to breakdown, like crumbling a
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cookie with your hand, they become smaller and are called secondary microplastics that means
they are fragments of plastic. While primary plastics are those used to make bigger plastic products (like nurdles) and the
micro beads that we find in cosmetic products. Microplastics are those that are smaller than 5 mm in size, some are so
small that whales, birds, fish, oysters, and mussels eat them by mistake. Imagine throwing a tea spoon of colourful
‘hundreds and thousands’ into a cup of tea and then trying not to drink any of them, that is the challenge the animals in the
sea face because of the presence of micro plastics. How can we prevent microplastics from entering the sea? Well, must do
simple things like recycling the plastic products we use at home, school or work - making sure that waste is dealt with
properly and does not end up in a river. Stop buying plastic bags at shops. We can avoid cosmetics with micro beads and we
can try to buy fewer products that are stored in plastic containers. Every bit you do helps, because every bit of plastic in the
sea will have an impact on the environment and the animals in it.

The Fishing Line Recovery and Recycling Programme
Frequently, sea birds and marine life are found trapped or killed as a result of fishing line that
was not properly discarded and removed from our oceans or beaches. A penguin at the African
Penguin and Seabird Sanctuary in Gansbaai lost a leg to fishing line. He was called Stompie and
became the inspiration for the caricature on the new poster for the Dyer Island Conservation
Trust. The poster was designed by artist Martinus van Tee and highlights the impact on just
one of our marine species, the endangered African Penguin. The Fishing Line Recovery and
Recycling Programme uses PVC pipes to create receptacles that stand 60 cm high, and are
erected at beaches around the country as repositories for used, discarded monofilament fishing
line. Each year, the results of the International Coastal Clean-Up in September, show that
discarded fishing line continues to be a major pollutant on our country’s beaches, along with
plastic, along with plastic bottles, sweet wrappers, straws and lollypop/ear bud sticks. For this reason, a follow-up project
that encourages the public to discard their lollypop sticks and straws in a similar receptacle was launched at the end of
2018. As a result of the success of the project, more than 386 bins can be found at most of the popular angling beaches
around South Africa’s coastline. More than 350 kg of discarded fishing line have already been removed, some of which has
been recycled into bush cutters’ line. In excess of 500 fishing hooks have also been retrieved from these bins. In order to
introduce the project to communities and raise awareness about the dangers of carelessly discarded fishing line and other
plastics to the marine environment, Plastics SA and the Dyer Island Conservation Trust embarked on a special roadshow
from Cape Agulhas to the East London Aquarium between August 12 to 16, 2019. For more information go to the link
http://dict.org.za/pages/resource/blog.php?entryID=3366. (Brenda du Toit, Public Relations, Marine Dynamics)
African Penguin, Spheniscus demersus Awareness Day, October 10
Visit the African Penguin & Seabird Sanctuary at Gansbaai and Boulders Penguin Colony in
Table Mountain National Park to learn more about the plight of the African Penguin. You
can also volunteer at the sanctuary in Gansbaai to educate the community about marine
conservation.
Raining plastic?
Scientists recently found plastic in rain water. It is literally raining plastic! Plastic pollution is so serious that it can now be
found in seafood and table salt! Humans have not found a way to completely resolve this problem. In America new
factories are still being built to create more plastic! A new factory that would become one of the biggest plastic plants in
the world has caused an outrage in the US. The where it is going to be built is known as the “petrochemical corridor” to
industry supporters, but “Cancer Alley” to locals. This community has suffered from environmental degradation caused by
the surrounding factories. If the factory starts running it will emit 28 million tons of air pollutants each year. This is not just
bad for the local community, but also disastrous to the global climate.
Read more at the link
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/cancer-alley-fights-plastics-plant_n_5d1cf9dce4b04c48140e244d.
From mussels to your tummy – microplastics in our diets - Dr Anusha Rajkaran, Dept. of Biodiversity and Conservation
Biology, Univ. of the Western Cape
Microplastics are plastic particles that are smaller than 5mm and have been found in the water, sediment and the animals
in every type of aquatic ecosystem. From rivers to the sea, the number of microplastics are increasing and are finding their
way onto our dinner plates and into our tummies. International and local researchers have found microplastic in mussels
and oysters, shrimps and fish due to ingestion by error. The microplastics in some organisms are removed during
preparation – for example fish are gutted first before it is prepared while mussels and oysters are consumed mostly whole.
This means that any plastics in the organism will then be consumed as well. This is known as bioaccumulation, and allows
for pollutants to move from one part of the food chain to another. Many studies have tried to understand the impacts
these particles can have on the health of humans. Once ingested bigger particles move through our digestive systems and
may be expelled in the waste products. Microplastics have been found in the faeces of humans showing that some of these
particles can move through without causing any known issues. However, particles that are smaller than 20 micro meters
may be more dangerous, those less than 10 micro meters may even accumulate in our organs. Microplastics also carry
chemicals and bacteria that can contribute to the development of certain diseases. We are still a long way from truly
understanding the impacts of micro plastics on our health, but this is a growing field of research.
9 Vaquita Porpoises believed to be left in the wild, the world's most
endangered marine mammal.

Twenty years on: how the Agulhas National Park has developed
2015
Wetland mapping was conducted in the Waterford section of the Park to ground truth whether an area is in fact a real
wetland, to verify the borders of these wetlands and to classify each wetland visited. Areas not previously mapped as
wetlands were also added to the national and provincial wetlands databases. The Agulhas Working for Wetlands Project
achieved 90,3% in the SANParks national self-assessment standards for compliancy in office administration, fieldwork and
contractors, receiving the first golden certificate nationally for this achievement.

2016
The Ratelrivier restoration started at the end of January, seven years after it was destroyed in the devastating 2009 fire.
The Agulhas Reception and Administration building were renovated from mid-January until mid-March and included a
reconstructed tiled stoep with veranda, a disability access ramp, as well as a new large signage in front of the building. The
Cape Agulhas Lighthouse was nominated as an International Historic Civil Engineering Landmark by the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE). Johan Taljaard took over as Park Manager of the Agulhas National Park in July. The tender process
for the Most Southern Tip development, which includes the construction of the Iconic structure and the upgrade of 1.2km
gravel road from the Lighthouse precinct to the most southern point, commenced.

The Fynbos Trust at Bosheuwel Environmental Education Centre – Gerhard Van Deventer, Sandberg Fynbos Reserve
The Fynbos Trust sponsored another Hermanus High School Grade 9 leadership camp at the Bosheuwel Environmental
Education Centre in Agulhas National Park. The weekend of September 13 to 15 was the third leadership camp sponsored
by the Fynbos Trust and the second held at the Bosheuwel precinct. Chris Martens of the Trust, Gerhard van Deventer of
Sandberg Fynbos Reserve, Gretha Engelbrecht and Emile du Plessis, Environmental Monitor, facilitated the camp. Lectures
by invited speakers, Professor William Stafford and Keir Lynch made these top
students' time in the Park interesting with pertinent environmental questions
about river and water system health, as well as plastic pollution and
alternatives to plastics. The camp included various aspects of Fynbos,
conservation, local river ecology, food preparation, night hikes and fireside
chats. Bosheuwel provided an ideal base for a weekend's relaxation and
learning before tackling the last term! Thank you Fynbos Trust and Agulhas
National Park!
Sandberg Fynbos Reserve species display at the 2019 NAMPO show
Sandberg Fynbos Reserve near Elim was invited to showcase the extraordinary biodiversity,
especially Acid Sand and Proteoid Fynbos, of the reserve at the NAMPO agricultural show in
Bredasdorp. A remarkable 91 species was picked and identified by the owner of the
reserve, Gerhard van Deventer with help from indigenous geophite specialist, Robin
Simmons and Petra Broddle of CREW Cape Town west. Some of the special species on
display were the beautiful ‘Bluebells’, Gladiolus bullatus and the ‘Painted ladies’, Gladiolus flaccida; also the rare Erica
ampullacea and many other unique Southern Overberg species. Sandberg Fynbos Reserve is a biodiversity hotspot in the
Southern Overberg. Contact Gerhard van Deventer on whatsapp 0760123882 or sandbergfynbosreserve@gmail.com for
more information.

Latest addition to the Lighthouse Plastic and Recycle
display
David Holmes of the SACS Junior School, came all the way
from Cape Town to show us the lighthouse model he
made for a Grade 2 school project; on display in the
western room.

Art & Ideas competition
‘Reduce our carbon footprint - A solution to
pollution through creative art forms and ideas’.
For more information contact Mosie Hope,
seashellhouse@isat.co.za or Emmerentia De
Kock, emme.dekock@sanpark.org.

SANParks opens eight science labs as part of SA National Parks Week
SANParks is committed to raising awareness about the importance of environmental education and the need to sustain the
splendour of national parks. SANParks has a Social Legacy Programme which is part of initiatives to support the
communities that stay adjacent to the park by providing them with infrastructure and related resources in areas of
education, health and other identified needs. SANParks continues to pledge its support for education through the
provision of much needed facilities to no fee paying schools across the Mpumalanga, Limpopo and Western
PP 2 Cape
provinces, such as the new science laboratory at the Albert Myburgh High School in Bredasdorp and the refurbishment of
the Swellendam Secondary School Science Laboratory.

Bontebok National Park Birding Weekend

Kids in Parks 2019
The Kids in Parks programme for
2019 starts on October 01 until
October 23.

Date:
Time:
Venue:
Contact:

18 – 20 October 2019
17:00 onwards
Bontebok National Park
Anton Swanepoel
079 888 7559
bontebokhrg@mail.com

Wine makers collaborate to adapt to climate change, showcasing what makes the
Southernmost Tip unique
Tackling the prospects of climate change by sharing knowledge and experience is one of the
drivers behind the formation of the new Agulhas Wine Triangle (AWT), located in the triangle
formed by the southernmost tip of Africa, stretching from Gansbaai in the west to Napier,
across to Buffeljags and Malgas in the north east, incorporating Elim in the very south. More
than 20 years ago the Elim growers planted vineyards amongst fynbos, wheat fields and
alongside herds of sheep and cattle. More viticultural developments followed, captivating
the imagination of wine explorers, as the imagination of explorers of yesteryear were
captivated by new routes and exotic products from the East. The first Elim wine growers
realised the benefit of the cold, sea-borne winds sweeping inland across the Agulhas Plain
where it is believed that 330 million years ago Africa and Antarctica were once part of the
same giant continent. The resultant soils are unique in the world. Today the Atlantic and
Indian oceans meet at Cape Agulhas, Africa’s most Southern Tip. It is an area exceptionally
rich in biodiversity, and the members of this new wine region share the commitment to
protect the extraordinary abundance of plant and bird life as well as the great white sharks,
whales and plentiful sea life; all the more to be aware that the Southernmost Tip of Africa is
seen by researchers on climate change as the future nature science laboratory. (SOURCE:
The Press release by DeGustibus on behalf of The Agulhas Wine Triangle, Facebook:
Agulhaswinetriangle; also see the June edition of the Agulhas eBulletin)
(hoo)≠gais in Khoe means the veld begins to dry out.

