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Happy Festive Season to All

www.sanparks.org

A Happy Festive and Holiday Season to all our readers and visitors to the Southernmost Tip!!
Please look after the Angulate Tortoises, African Penguins, Black Oystercatchers, Abalone
and all other animal and bird life around you.
‘When one tugs at a single thing in nature, he finds it attached to the rest of the world’ – John Muir
Conservation Consciousness and Environmental Literacy keys to a Secure Climate Future
On October 1, 2019, the Minister of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, Ms Barbara Creecy, delivered the keynote
address at the 10th Oppenheimer Research Conference in Midrand. The Research Conference was held under the theme
of Advancing Conservation Consciousness, which is important in light of the need to raise the level of national awareness
about the environment. Conservation consciousness and environmental literacy are key to securing an environmental
future for all people. Conservation consciousness cannot be the exclusive domain of a select and privileged few. It must
be a key component of environmental literacy. Minister Creecy announced that, following research by the Department and
the CSIR, the Department was exploring the concept of a Citizen’s Environmental Awareness Index based on the results of
an annual independent national public environmental awareness survey. The development of the Index would be a first for
South Africa – a country where no previous specific national surveys on the level of environmental awareness amongst
citizens has been conducted. This includes water and waste services and climate change awareness. Minister Creecy said
she believed that environmental degradation, loss of bio-diversity and climate change are everyone’s issue and that
everyone’s lives will be impacted by these realities. Each and every one needs to understand these processes, so that
everyone knows what can be done individually and collectively to remedy the situation. An environmentally literate
society is one where everyone has the understanding, skills and motivation to make responsible decisions that consider
her or his relationships to natural systems, communities and future generations. (SOURCE: SANParks Information
Broadcast, 1 October 2019)
Where did all the penguins go? – Trudi Malan, African Penguin and Seabird Sanctuary
As reported in the November eBulletin, the story of the African Penguin is not a good story to tell. This iconic
bird is on the brink of extinction. According to research we might only have African Penguins in our ocean
and coastal landscape for six years. The following factors also are leading to the demise of the African
Penguin population:
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Over-fishing:
The bad luck of the penguins continues, thanks again to human recklessness. The
African Penguin now faces the contemporary and frightening problem of the overfishing of sardines and anchovies, in particular. Dwindling fish stocks are forcing
penguins to travel further from home to feed; this would be fine if they only had to
feed themselves, but when their chicks need feeding, travelling long distances to and
from a food source is not ideal.

wikimedia.org

Predation:
African Penguins have their natural enemies. Unfortunately some Cape fur seals have turned into lazy hunters. They do not
travel the ocean to look for fish, they make the penguins do the hard work. They laze around the colonies, waiting for the
penguins to return from their hunting trip, only to attack returning penguins forcing them to release their stomach
contents. This newly-learnt behaviour by seals, is further contributing to the demise of the African penguin.

Penguin Quick Facts:
Scientific name: Spheniscus demersus
Common names: English: African Penguin, Blackfooted Penguin, Jackass Penguin
Afrikaans: Afrika Pikkewyn, Brilpikkewyn
Xhosa: Inguza or Unombombiya
Swimming Speed: 15-20km/hour. Average 5km/hour when travelling
Dive depth: Usually less than 30m but can dive to a maximum of 130m
Dive duration: 2 - 5 minutes
Conservation Status: Endangered
South African population in 2018: 13 500 breeding pairs

Discarded fishing line – Trudi Malan, African Penguin and Seabird Sanctuary
Fishing line entanglement of marine species is a global phenomenon, affecting a wide variety of species including marine
mammals, sea turtles, seabirds, fish and invertebrates. Fishing line consists of monofilament, a strong flexible nonbiodegradable plastic that can last up to 500 years in the environment. As it is clear and thin, discarded fishing line is
difficult to see, making it easy for animals to become entangled. Birds can confuse fishing line with nesting material,
causing small chicks to become entangled while still on the nest. When the hooks and lures are still attached, birds mistake
it for food, becoming entangled when trying to pick it up or ingest it. Sadly, entanglement in fishing line can often have
severe effects on individuals, resulting in injury, such as loss of limbs, drowning, strangling and starvation and is seen as a
particularly lethal form of marine pollution. The fishing line left in the landscape acts as a lethal device that keeps on killing.
Please try to retrieve all snagged monofilament line wherever you fish, whether yours or others, and dispose of it properly
in a fishing line bin. If a Fishing Line Bin is not available, cut the line into 15cm long strands before you discard it in a trash
bin, just as one should cut up plastic six-pack rings that also entangle, main and kill wildlife.
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Power lines impact on the future of Blue Cranes – Heather D’Alton
Christie Craig, an Overberg Crane Group board member, is currently undertaking her PhD
research on the Blue Crane, including work to better understand the impact of power line
collisions and how viable the Blue Crane population is into the future. Research by UCT’s Julia
van Velden found that the adult survival rate is 0.72 in the Western Cape. According to Christie
the survival rate should be at 0.81 for the population to be sustainable. She is now asking
birders and nature lovers to get involved in helping the Blue Crane. Any power line collisions
can be logged on a smartphone application called WEP Incidents. This app is run by the
Endangered Wildlife Trust. With this information, Eskom can place flappers on power lines that
are causing bird deaths. Eskom now also has access to flappers with red LED lights on them.
These flash when the light is low, making them more visible. In a new citizen science project,
Christie is also asking birders to adopt a section of a power line in the Overberg. The aim
would be to walk this section once between December and May and record any carcasses
found. This information would be fed back to Christie and the EWT, to support management
actions to protect Blue Cranes.
For more information, contact Christie:
support@bluecrane.org.za or 066 289 5988.

Climate change globally
There is undeniable evidence that the climate is changing rapidly world-wide. The Earth is on average 1°C warmer than a century
ago. Greenland’s ice has decreased since 1993 by 286 billion tons annually. The sea level has risen by 20cm during the last century. Extreme
weather conditions such as droughts and floods are increasing. What is needed to change this? Making the value of the environment part of
economic decisions? (Thoughts from Johan Fourie, 24/11/2019)

Trails of excessive air traffic over London
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Twenty years on: how the Agulhas National Park has developed
2019
The Agulhas National Park Management Plan reviewing process for the next 10 years started in February. A Climate Change
Programme became an unavoidable addition to the plan. The iconic structure built at the Southernmost Tip to celebrate
the uniqueness of this specific geographic site was officially launched in March by the then Minister of Tourism, Derek
Hanekom. The new science laboratory at the Albert Myburgh High School in Bredasdorp was officially opened in September
as part of the SANParks Social Legacy Programme.

International recognition for Professor Wendy Foden
The Cape Research Centre General Manager, Professor Wendy Foden, has received the George Rabb
Award for Conservation Innovation from the Species Survival Commission (SSC) of the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) at the SSC’s leaders meeting in Abu Dhabi on October 10,
2019. Prof Foden, received the award in recognition of her outstanding innovation and creativity in
species conservation. The award cited her dynamic and thoughtful leadership of SSC’s work on climate
change, especially for breaking new boundaries in the use of traits-based analyses and the IUCN SSC
Guidelines for Assessing Species’ Vulnerability to Climate Change. The award is granted to two
scientists every four years, and Prof Foden is the second South African (of a total of six winners to
date), to receive it. Since 2012 Prof Foden has chaired a group of about 50 experts from around the
world that provides guidance to the IUCN’s Species Survival Commission on how to minimize the
impacts of climate change on biodiversity. This committee, called the Climate Change Specialist Group,
also won the prestigious Chair’s Citation of Excellence award. More than 8,000 experts from 164
specialist groups carry out an enormous range of activities aiming to create 'A just world that values
and conserves nature through positive action to reduce the loss of diversity of life on earth'. (SOURCE:
Cape Vine October 2019) Also read: Climate Change turns the Southernmost Tip into a Nature Science
Laboratory – Wendy Foden, Cape Research Centre in the June 2019 eBulletin.
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Cape Agulhas and Ras ben Sakka: two of the seven extreme geographic points in Africa - NM Walters
The seven extreme geographic points of Africa are: the northern (Ras ben Sakka at Cape Blanc, Tunisia), southern (Cape
Agulhas, South Africa) and western (Pointe des Almadies, Cap Vert Peninsula in Senegal), the eastern (Ras Hafun, Horn of
African), the highest (Mt Kilimanjaro) and lowest (Lake Assal), and then the center of Africa. From the most northerly
point, Ras ben Sakka in Tunisia, at 37°21′ N, to the more southerly point, Cape Agulhas in South Africa, 34°51′15″ S, is a
distance of approximately 8,000 km. Ras ben Sakka extends from Cap Angela in northern Tunisia into the Mediterranean
Sea and has been considered the northernmost tip of the African continent since 2014. The monument at Ras ben Sakka on
the rocky headland of Cap Angela, has an eerie resemblance to the Southern Tip monument at Cape Agulhas 8060 km away;
both have a lighthouse in the background. The Ras ben Sakka monument, however, has an inscription on it, listing Cape
Agulhas as the southern tip for austerity; something unfortunately not yet acknowledged on the Southern Tip Monument.

Ras ben Sakka
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Southern Tip beacon

Southern Tip monument
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Congratulations to the Agulhas Icon Design Group who received a merit award for the Agulhas Southernmost Tip Icon Project. The award was made by
the Institute for Landscape Architecture in South Africa. The group was placed first in the Planning and Design Category, in September.

December in Khoe /ga!kani means small eland

Festivities, Places to visit and Activities at the Southernmost Tip
March for the Penguins, 21 December 2019
Join the African Penguin & Seabird Sanctuary for a fun day
of walking and running with the family. Participants are
asked to ‘blend in’ disguised as a Penguin. Refreshments for
sale. For more information contact Trudi Malan at
conservation@dict.org.za or 082 940 5521.

MaakitMooi Coffee shop at Elim village

Sandberg Fynbos Reserve
Visit this biodiversity hotspot in the southern Overberg
near Elim and Baardskeerdersbos. Go on a Fynbos Safari,
a group outing with a light lunch or tea and muffins,
PP 2 hiking
or mountain biking on the Pilgrims Trail, birding where
you might see the illusive Hottentot Buttonqual Turnix
hottentottus or picnic or braai in a beautiful indigenous
garden. For more information contact Gerhard Van
Deventer on sandbergfynbosreserve@gmail.com or
watsapp 076 012 3882.

Africa Tip Trails
Experience the natural and cultural heritage of the Southernmost Tip of Africa through
walks with Dylan: From Brandfontein to the Cape Agulhas Lighthouse (18-19km) for
medium fitness folk; From Brandfontein to Suiderstrand (11km) for those that cannot walk
too far; From Suiderstrand to the Cape Agulhas Lighthouse (7km) for an informative stroll.
The walks are not scientific walks, they are enjoyable nature walks. Please bring own
snacks and water for the day. Contact Dylan at 079 056 5902 or visit www.tiptrails.co.za.
Shell and Sea-Life Museum
Visit the Magical Mollusc, the largest sculpted spiral shell in the southern
hemisphere, and the amazing shell collection, collected along the Cape
Agulhas coastline, at 8 Golf Street, L’Agulhas. An important part of the SeaLife display which is made up of constructions using flotsam and jetsam,
represents relevant things related to the sea. The message of the display is
marine pollution awareness and responsible trash management or
“repurposing”. December opening hours daily 9h00 to 17h00, but look for the
OPEN sign (entrance is free), or call Yvonne on 082 296 0144.

‘Adopt the pace of nature, her secret is patience.’ – Ralph Waldo Emerson

