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We wish you all a happy and peaceful 2020

The Lighthouse Precinct Development: what the precinct will look like
The concept of the development is that of a built intervention which enhances the experience of the specific sense of
place. The design responds to the natural context in which it is located and allows the user and buildings themselves to
continually respond and react to the site’s specific character. The treacherous coastline and extremely harsh climatic
conditions have led to the existence of the lighthouse. The eroding effects thereof is visible on the lighthouse and other
structures in the area. The concept design seeks to embrace this notion of nature impacting on and continually eroding
the manmade landscape – the sense that nature prevails. (SOURCE: Development of the Lighthouse Precinct – Agulhas
National Park: architectural presentation)

The entrance before

The entrance after



The precinct from the Lighthouse before

The precinct from the Lighthouse after



Spotted during the 2019 Birding Big Day in the Agulhas Plain 

Witkeelkanarie                                        Rooiruglaksman                                                         Steenloper
White-throated Canary Red-backed Shrike Ruddy Turnstone
Crithagra scotops Lanius minor                                                                  Arenaria interpres

De Mond Nature Reserve                      Kocksrivier farm (a first for the Plain)                  De Mond Nature Reserve

2020, A year to celebrate plants
The UN General Assembly proclaimed 2020 as the year to recognize and protect plant health. The year is expected to
increase awareness among the public and policy makers of the importance of healthy plants and the necessity to protect
them in order to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. The International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) 2020 was
presented as a side event at the twenty-fifth session of the United Nations Climate Change Conference of parties (COP25)
in Madrid, Spain. "Towards the International Year of Plant Health in 2020: Protecting Plants, Protecting Lives" took place
December 10, 2019. Up to 40 percent of global food crops are lost annually due to plant pests. In terms of economic value,
plant diseases alone cost the global economy around US$220 billion annually and invasive insects around US$70 billion. An
International Plant Health Conference will be among thousands of plant health events to be held globally throughout 2020.
Healthy plants are the foundation for all life, ecosystem functions and food security. Plant pests and diseases damage
crops, reducing the availability of food and increasing its cost. Sustaining plant health protects the environment, forests and
biodiversity from plant pests, addresses the effects of climate change, and supports efforts to end hunger, malnutrition and
poverty. The IPPC is an international treaty that entered into force in 1952 and provides a framework to protect the
world’s plant resources from the harm caused by pests. (Read more at https://www.ippc.int/en/news/a-year-to-celebrate-
plants-un-proclaims-2020-the-international-year-of-plant-health/)

Cancerous growth and dying off because of pesticides and composting from previous flower farming practices in a natural
environment?

Sourfig harvesting

As per normal sourfigs can only be harvested with a Cape Nature permit.

The permits were issued to groups that complied with Agulhas National

Park permit conditions. Preliminary estimates are good for harvesting

this season. The effect of the drought is evident and there are signs that

the figs are still flowering which means a longer harvesting season.



PP 2 

Spotted in the Park …

Overberg figurehead – Jimmy Herbert
The figurehead of a woman situated in front of the Cape Agulhas Lighthouse, is a fiber glass
replica of the wooden original, displayed in the Shipwreck Museum in Bredasdorp. When
the replica was made it was unclear to most locals as to which shipwreck this figurehead
belonged. One of the first postulations was that the figurehead came from the La Lise - a
French ship that ran ashore at the ‘Cape of Needles’ on March 9, 1840. However, in a recent
publication a well-motivated theory was put forward that the figurehead was rather from
the port side half (Elise) of the French bark Marie Elise (twin figure head – Marie section still
missing) that foundered off Rijspunt on November 6, 1877. Postulations aside, according to
a finding in the historical records, the Dundrennan (1895) appears to be the ship that
boasted this figurehead mounted in her bows. Mr Charles Collis Hammond, light keeper at
L’Agulhas from February 17, 1892 to June or July 1899 (date of finishing his post is unclear),
who was initially assistant and then on November 1,1897 became keeper, informed the
Chief Engineer of the PWD of the figurehead that washed ashore at Struisbaai. According to
him it was from the wreck, Dundrennan which on June 4, 1895 was reefed, close to two
kilometres from shore on Struispoint’s Saxson reef’s middle blinder. At a Lloyd’s sale of ship
and cargo Mr Hammond purchased the rights to a section of the beach. This apparently
entitled him to ownership of everything which washed ashore there. The figurehead was
one such an item. Hammond took it to the Lighthouse, but upon his transfer to Bird Island
lighthouse, he thankfully left it behind, where it belongs – in the Overberg.

Blue Cranes with two small chicks

E. Swart

Did you know?

Koningsprotea, King protea, Protea cynaroides
The pink variety flowers in late summer and grows on top of the Cape
mountains. The white variety flowers in the winter and grows on the
southern slopes of the Cape mountains.

Deon Magerman and Rewaldo Gertse,
Environmental Monitors appointed in
the People & Conservation department

Wetlands Day Birding, February 2020
A Wetlands Day birding is planned for early February along the western
shore of Soetendalsvlei. More detail will be sent out in late January.

A first …
The island Palau in the Pacific Ocean is the first country world-wide to ban the use of sun-
screen which is harmful to the sea-life and coral reefs, specifically affecting reproduction
and growth cycles. The most harmful ingredient is oxybensone and as from January 1,
2020 no-one is allowed to wear or sell sun-screen containing this ingredient.

Kei!kani January in Khoe means big eland (eland calves are growing up)
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