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The Southernmost Tip of Africa in May

BartolomeuDiaspassedhe SouthernmosfTip of Africaon May 16in 1488¢ 532yearsago- on hisway backto Europe TheSouthernmost
Tip of Africais characterisedby its needlelike coastline (from where it gets its name, Cape Agulhas)which has claimed countless
shipwrecksover the years The SouthernmostTipis a World Heritagesite being part of the CapeFloralKingdom,one of the world's six
floral kingdoms South Africahasone-tenth (23 200) of the world's flowering plants, of which nearly 19 000 are endemic,makingit the
richestregionin the world in terms of speciedo areac 1,7 timesricherthan Brazil It isthe only countryin the world to containan entire
floral kingdomand hasthe third highestlevel of biodiversityin the world. In May both World AfricaHeritageDayand the International
Dayof BiologicaDiversityare celebrated Asthe SouthernTipcommunity,just comingout of a Levelfive lockdownof five weekswith no
positivecasesat all, we celebratetheseannualeventsthroughoutthe month, amid the knowledgethat we are livingin one of the safest
placesin Africa and that we live in the sciencelaboratory of the future. We as a community can play a vital role in biodiversity
conservatiorand sustainableuseof resourcesshowingthat we respectnature.

International Day for Biological Diversity22 May

TheUnited NationshasproclaimedMay 22 the InternationalDayfor BiologicaDiversity(IDB)to increase
understandingand awarenesf biodiversityissues Thesloganfor 2020is Our solutionsare in nature,

so aptly illustrated during the world-wide lockdowncausedby an unnatural virus when it did not take
nature very long to be backon the streets of villagesand cities, reclaimingits space Asthe global
communityis calledto re-examineits relationshipto the natural world, one thing is certain despiteall

our technologicaladvanceswve are completely dependenton healthy and vibrant ecosystemsor our

health, water, food, medicines,clothes fuel, shelter and energy,just to nhame a few. The sloganOur

solutions are in nature emphasise$iope, solidarityand the importanceof workingtogether at all levels
to build a future of life in harmonywith nature. 2020is a yearof reflection, opportunity and solutions It

is the yearin which, more than ever, the world cansignala strongwill for a globalframeworkthat will

& o StifeRd dzN&hSiediversitylossfor the benefit of humansandall life on Earth

Readmore at https://www .cbd.int/idb/ 2020

Thelogo of the International Dayfor BiologicalDiversity (IDB)2020

The IDB2020focuseson nature-basedsolutionsfor the betterment and protection of all life on Earth
Thelogois a graphicrepresentationof & & 2 f difl dpRzylé Eachdayleadingup to IDBis represented
by one puzzlepiece Eachpiece of the puzzleconnectsto others, symbolisingnterconnectedness On
May 22, the InternationalDayfor BiologicaDiversity,all the piecescometogether.

(SOURCIHttps:// www.chdint/idb/ 2020Q10go)

18 May: Science and Knowledge

Thefirst stepto solvingany problemisto understandthe issue Scienceand traditional knowledgenot only help
understandthe state of biodiversity, but also enable us to comprehendthe drivers of biodiversity loss and
pathwaystowards a sustainablefuture. Biodiversityis presentedasa solutionto climate change Thepolar bear
waschosenbecauseit is aniconicmammalspeciescommonly associatedvith climate changeand habitat loss,
both aquaticandterrestrial. Locallythe African Penguinis a good exampleof a speciewho haslost most of its
habitat International MuseumDay s celebratedeveryyear on May 18. Thetheme for 2020is Museumsfor
Equality: Diversityand Inclusion Letususethis dayto both understandthe diversityof perspectiveghat make
up communitiesandto understandthe issueat hand
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Climate Change turns the Southernmost Tip into a Nature Science Laborgt@/gndy Foden, Cape Research Centre

As climate changeprogressesit rapidly escalatesthe AgulhasNationalt | NJjt&d éle as one of | F NJAmOdt id@ortant biodiversity
refuges Asspeciesare on the move it also opensunique opportunitiesto understandwhich speciesare able to migrate unaidedand

which cannot,and how new arrivalsimpacton existingcommunities A keystrategyisto coordinatespeciesmovementcorridorsacrossto

southerlyand higher elevationareas Tryingnovel,innovativeapproachesand technologiesto reducevulnerabilityis essentialbut their

outcomesneedto be closelymonitored sowe canlearnaswe go along Climatechangearriveswith a bagof troubles, but spotting the

positive helpsa little. TheLJl NJniQue position and biodiversity,alongwith its statusasa national park, turn it into a natural science
laboratoryunder climate change Byencouragingesearchersrom SouthAfricaand abroadto work in the park, we hopeto bringin new

visitors,gaina better understandingof how to protect our biodiversity,and makea valuablecontribution to tacklingclimatechangeissues
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Thepurposeof this programmeis to documentextremeweathereventsand changesn averageclimaticconditionsandto understandand
recogniseclimatechangeimpactsin the parkandtheir cascadingonsequencesn biodiversityand park operations No majorchangesare
predictedin the extent of the Fynbosbiome in the Agulhasregion asa result of climate changeby 2050 However,sincethe rangesof
speciesare typicallydeterminedby climaticconditions,shiftsin the rangeof individualspeciesand communitycompositionare occurring
Ratesof suchshifts will increaseexponentiallyover the comingyearsand decades While this will bring the arrival of speciesfrom the
north for whichthe parkwaspreviouslytoo cold and/or wet, thesespeciesmay havemixedimpacts positive (charismaticirds),negative
(invasivespecies)or negligibleimpacts For the vast number of speciesalready occurringin the park, however, changingclimatic
conditionsmay makethe parkincreasinglyunsuitable ForexampleEricaspp havebeenfoundto be susceptibleio drought, while plant
diseasesmight also becomemore prevalent Sincethe LJ- NJp&Zigsare alreadyat the southernmosttip of Africa, the oceanblocks
further southwardsrangeexpansion Intime, thisislikelyto createa W f A N1y ZSob spediBiat maysoonhavenowheresuitableleft
to live. Assuch,the parkhasanessentialrole to playin conservingspeciesandshowcasinghe impactsof climatechange
(SOURCRgulhasNationalParkManagementPlan,Draft 2020¢ 2029

19 May: Conservation of Biodiversity

Raisingawarenessof protected areas and other effective areabased protection measures,which deal with the
different objectivesof the Conventionon BiologicalDiversity(the conservationof biologicaldiversity,the sustainable
use of its componentsand the fair and equitable sharingof benefitsarisingfrom geneticresources) Thegoosewas
chosenbecauseit is a migratory bird species both terrestrial and aquatic, spanningmany geographicalareasand
habitatsthat extend beyondnationalboundaries Locally,the Blue Craneis a good choiceasit usesthe agricultural
landsto feed andbreedandthen roostsand moultsin the wetlandsacrossthe AgulhasPlain(commentMick5 Q! f. {

Species that disappeared from the Agulhas Plain: why did this happ@fim de Klerk

Robinsorand others publisheda list of birds of the AgulhasPlainin 1959 Thesespeciesvere seenbetween1935and 1957 and givesan
ideaof what occurredherein thosedays Whenyou comparethis list to that of the AgulhasPlainBirdingProject(2019), it is clearthat a
number of specieshas disappearedfrom the plain. The questionis: Why? The speciesthat disappearedcould be due to mistaken
identification,in those daysthe tools of the birdingtrade were rather primitive; Habitatdestruction,largeareasof the then Strandveldand
Renosterveldchave been destroyedfor farming purposes Climate change,is the dry period of the past few yearscyclicalor a sign of
climaticchange? Furtheranalysiof the datais now due, but for now we know that the KoriBustardandthe KarooKorhaanis absentand
that the SouthernBlackKorhaanwhichin 1959wasdescribedasa O 2 Y ¥ & rdrely seenin the plaintoday. TheYellow-billed Egretand
the GreatEgretwere commonto fairly common but today very scarce The CommonSandpipemwasseenup to 11 at a time, today only
singleindividuals The CommonRedshankwas recorded,none in the last 10 years The Wood Sandpiperwas describedas common,
today this speciess everythingbut common And sothe list goeson. Allis not doomandgloom,though,asspeciesuchasthe5 Sy K | Y
Bustardandthe Blue Cranehavecertainlyadaptedwell to agriculturalactivity andare doingwell. Furtheranalysiss certainlyindicated

Businessasusualfor the Conservationdepartment of AgulhasNational Park

TheConservatiordepartmentof the AgulhasNationalParkcontinuesto monitor parklandaccordingto its normal
operationalplans Thereare concernsthat conservationareaswill be negativelyaffected during the lockdown
period. Patrols are conducted over the more than 21 000 hectaresof park land. Everythingseemsto be
happeningat a slower paceduring the lockdownand interesting observationshave been made which might not
have been seenunder normal circumstancessuchas a pink KingProteaon Soetanysbergwhere it is normally
white.
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The quagga is backa A O1 5 Ruwéjaard WeétlandSpecial Managemenirea (NWSMA)

Thefirst zebrathat the early settlersto the Capein the 1650s would haveseenwasthe CapeMountain Zebra
or KaapseBergkwaggawhich may have been found on the slopesof TableMountain. Thetrue quaggalived
beyondthe CapeFlats,either up the west coastor in the Overberg Thisoriginaltrue quaggais extinct When
this occurredin the wild is unknowndue to the confusioncausedby the use of the name quaggaor kwagga
for a specificanimal,aswell asbeingthe common Afrikaansname for all zebras We do howeverknow that
the lastknown true quaggadied in the AmsterdamZooin 1883 Thereare three living zebraspeciesD N6 @& €
zebra Equusgrevyi only found in North-Eastern Africa, the Mountain zebra Equuszebra found in the
mountainousareasof Namibiaand southernSouthAfricaandthe PlainszebraEquusjuagga whichhasby far &
the greatestdistribution area Now a small free roaming herd of animalsfrom the QuaggaProject,an
organisationstarted in the 198 Bietweenthe SAMuseum, SANParksStellenboschUniversityscientistsand
private enthusiasts,and bred from existing plains zebra found that still exhibit the original quagga
characteristicsare backin the Strandveld,enhancingthe biodiversityof the Strandveldareaand rekindling |
the auraand atmosphereof the ancientCape TheNWSMAis an activememberof this QuaggaProjectandis "%
hostinga & O 2KNSSNdR superior project animalsthat now roam in the protected wetlandsamongstthe eland, buffalo and hippo that
havebeenreintroducedto the area

Critical Biodiversity Areas and Ecological Support Areas

CriticalBiodiversityAreasare areasrequiredto meet biodiversitytargetsfor ecosystemsspeciesand ecologicalprocessesasidentified
in a systematidviodiversityplan. EcologicaBupportAreasare not essentiafor meetingbiodiversitytarget,sbut playanimportant role in
supportingthe ecologicafunctioningof CriticalBiodiversityAreasand/or in deliveringecosystemnservices CriticalBiodiversityAreasand
EcologicaSupportAreasmaybe terrestrial or aquatic Theprimary purposeof a mapof CriticalBiodiversityAreasand EcologicaSupport
Areasis to guide decisionmaking about where best to locate development It should inform land-use planning, environmental
assessmentnd authorisations,and natural resource management,by a range of sectorswhose policies and decisionsimpact on
biodiversity It is the biodiversitya S O (i@dtlintd multi-sectoral planning and decisionmaking processes Most provinceshave
developed,or are in the processof developingmapsof CriticalBiodiversityAreasand EcologicaBupportAreasin the form of provincial
spatialbiodiversityplans,usuallyled by the provincialconservatiorauthority.
http://biodiversityadvisor.sanbi.org/industrand-conservation/biodiversityin-the-urbaneconomy/understand/definitiongelated-to-
urbartlanduse-planning/criticatbiodiversityareasand-ecologicalsupportareas/
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20 May: Health, Food and Biodiversity

Takingadvantageof World BeeDay,20 May is devotedto health, agriculture,food security,food andfeed. Thebee (or
bumblebee)waschosenbecauset is animportant pollinator of immenseeconomicsignificanceThetree, in additionto

the multitude of ecosystemservicesthat it provides,can be interpreted as a fruit tree, or usedfor other purposes,
includingthe health benefitsfrom spendingtime in nature.

Agulhas National ParkCovid19 supportinitiative

National parks in the SANPark<Cape Clusterhave supported food distribution initiatives to

identified communities neighbouringthe parks during the Covid 19 lockdown period. The
removal of earmarkedexcessanimalsin the West CoastNational Parkcreatedan opportunity
for the regionto rather donatethe extra animalsto emergencyfeedingschemes The Agulhas
National Parkreceivedabout 360 kilogramof eland cookingmeat cutsto distribute within the

Elim and Struisbaaicommunities about 3 300 people, through the ChurchCounciland local
communitymembersin Elim,andthrough municipalward representativesn Struisbaai

Biodiversityc & h dzNJ & 2 f dzii A 2 y Gavih \WIBankwéldt yDiepartzeds éf Biodiversity and Conservation Biology, Unitiersi
the Western Cape

Biodiversityor & 6 A 2 f RRAIA ONaEhyAbE defin&d asthe total variety of all living organismson the planetand is usuallyexploredat
three levels¢ geneticdiversity (diversitywithin species)speciesdiversity (diversitybetween speciesland ecologicaldiversity (diversity
between ecosystems)Biodiversityprovidesvariousgoods(provisionof food, fuel, medicineand building materials etc.) and services
(purificationof air and water; moderationof the 9 | NI lim&eimoderationof floods, droughts,temperatureextremes generationand
renewal of soil fertility; prevention of soil erosiory maintenanceof geneticdiversity, cultural, recreationaland aestheticbenefits etc.),
without which humanscould not possiblysurvive Despiteall of our technologicaladvancesasa specieswe haveyet to fully compete
with and/or replicate these goodsand services We are thus highly dependenton biodiversityand the theme of dour solutions are in
nature€ has never been truer now, as we increasinglyface the consequencesnd impactsof overpopulation,global climate change,
increasedtransformation and fragmentation of natural habitats, the unprecedentedloss of biodiversity, and the corresponding
consequencef the diminishingfood security for a sustainablefuture. Simplyput, at our current rate of resource (biodiversity)
utilisation and the consequentstrain we are putting on the environmentto replenishthese resources,the ability of the LI I y S (i
ecosystemso sustainfuture generationscanno longerbe takenfor granted So,unlesswe acceptthat éour solutions are in nature¢ >
and we strive to find them, we will continueto live in anincreasinglyresourcedeficientworld that ultimately is goingto run out of the
muchneededgoodsand serviceghat makeit possiblefor humansto existon this planet

21 May: People, Culture and Biodiversity =
Taking advantage of the World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and
Development 21 May is devoted to people and cuIture The day highlights how

conservatiorand sustainableuse Thegirl waschosento representhumansandour s8¢
role and responsibilityin the big picture, asour socialroles have a profound effect
on our surroundingenvironment The flower representsour (sustainable)use of
biodiversityandall the benefitswe derive from nature.

STAR OF THE EAST (1861)
‘Wooden shp of 1219 tors.

Is theStar of the Easf1861) an Overberg shipwreck?Jimmy Herbert

Formanyyearsthe Starof the Eastwasthoughtnot to havesunkalongthe Overbergcoastline She
wasa largesolidlybuilt woodenshipof 1219ton register,built in 1853 Someevenspokeof her as
being a well-designedarchitecturalmarvel Her Captainat the time wasAlfred Greystone What
madehim extra specialfor commandinga shipon route aroundthe southerntip of Africawasthat
not only had he 22 yearsof experienceat sea, but that five of these yearswere spent on the
coastaltrade between CapeTownand Port Natal Therefore,he waswell aware of the prevailing
windsandcurrentsat! ¥ NJmOstsGughernpoints. On passingCapelnfantaon April 10 1861, this
well-designedBritish ship, on route from Bombayto the United Kingdom struckon the |r0nbound(a dangerousrocky)coastbelowthe

Potbergand wastotally wrecked The coastwassaidto be coveredwith cargoand ship structures At the CourtInquiry, held in Cape
Town,all the testimonieswere heard,andthe Captainwasclearedof anyblame Fromthe historicalrecord,we readthat at one stage,
the entire court burst out laughingduring the examinationof a sailor. Thewitnesswasaskedif he thought it prudent of the captainto

approachsocloseto land Humourlesshhe explained there were only two personsallowedto think on boardthe ship,the captainand
the cook When looking at the facts one wondersd 2 Kvéasthe Star of the Eastnot knownto havesunkatt 2 i 6 STN&hMtior
believesthe reasonto be carelessness not doing primary research(newspapersreports and official inquiriesof the time). It is much
easierto usesecondarydataof others Proofof this practiceis in abundance invariablyidentified when anotherreplicatesa mistakeof

oneauthor.

Lostat Potberg mouetain

The SouthernTip Meal and programmeare
d cancelleduntil further notice.

'OUTHERN TIP DAY

CAPE AGULHAS




